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T H E daten, and a Apology for this Un- 
1 derthking = Page 5 
Pos Edward S tilling fleet? $ Birth and Parenkage. 8 
His Education firſt under Mr. 700. Garen, 

at Cranbourn, and under Mr. Baulch, at a Free- 
School at Ringwood in Hampſbire. 9 
Elected from thence to St. Fobn's College, Cam- 
bridge, and admitted Scholar of the Houſe, 1648. 
* 

Commences, B. A. and F cllow of the College, 165 3: 


Appointed 7 — and 5 5 A. M. Degrees, id. 
Removes to Sir Roger Burgoin's in Warwickſhire. ibid. 
Made Tutor to the Hon. Mr. Robert Dein. 11 
Writes {renicum (fome Account thereof) 12 


* by his Patron, Sir K. Burgoin, to che _— 


tory of Sutton, 1637. 
Writes, 1662, Origines Sacre. The Character as 
that Book by Dr. Saunderſon. 126 
Anſwers a Popiſh Book, intitled, Laud's Labyrinth. 


| 18 

Choſen Preacher at che Rath | 19 
Rector of St. Andrews Holbourn, and Lecturer at 
the Temple, 1664. | 20 


Is eſteemed by many great Perſonages, and 1 
Chaplain to K. Charles Il. 

Made Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's, ual Arch 
deacon of London. 


| 2 
Marries Andrea, e of Wi a Dobyns Eſq; 


ibid. 

Her Death, did Children iG it! e 24 
Marries a go "Os On, Daughter coSir Nic. 
Pedley. -if 5170 Did. 
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Com mences 2 D and keeps a Publ ick Aa at Can. 
bridge, 1668. ö 5 "A 
Confutes Crellius, and other J 1 


Enters ſeveral other Controverſies with che Cen 


of Rome. ee 29 
Lord Clarendon's Commendations of him and his 


Writings. 39 
Account of his Contanealy with Mr, Baxter, and 
other Diſſenters. | 43 
Writes againſt the Lord H. in Vindication of the | 

Rights of the Biſhops to vote in Farin ment in 


Capital Caſes. Rail 48 
Againſt the Deiſt. 30 
Origines-Britannice (an Account of it) 31 
Farther Account of his Controverſy with the Churche 
of Rome"! on 
An Account. X his Books of acl. Fe Og 
Made Bp. of Worceſter, 1689. 64 10 0 J — 


: 5 che Controvery with the Socinians. 78 


And with Mr. Locte. 4 
Preaches the Duty of Biſhops Reſidenck, (Sc. 
On Bonds of Reſignation, and ſeveral | — 


portant Subjects. 95 
Puniſhes notorious Offenders in Eccleſiaſtical Courts. 
| g 104 
333 the Reſidence of the Canons. 109 


And regulates: the Conſiſtory Court. 111 


Several Eccleſiaſtical Cauſe ſtated and determined. 


113 


Promotes A Commiſiian for Charirable: Utes: - 130 
And Sir T. Cooke's 5 vn Glegreſer, Hall, 


Oxford. 10 0132 
An Account of his Library. 44 wk 22113135 
Is conſulted on ſeveral Sub As. 139 
Receives Threats from the Pogal Karte: 143 
His Character. 144 


His Death, and Inſcription on his Monument. 149 
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" ) givg.2.true and lively Pe- 
.  {cription of this great and de- 
155 ſer vedly c elebrated. HBiſhop- 2 
might —— require Abilities 


like his own, the ſame Talents of 


Wiſdom, Eloquence, Ouickuefs. 

Apprehenſion, Depth ot Judgment, 
and à near Inſight into theſe ſeveral 
ſorts of Learning he was ſo intimately 
acquainted with, and which appeared 
ſo conſpicuous in all his Writings; but 


yet I hope the Reader will not think 
it Preſumption/i in one of a very diffe- 
A 3 rent 


A 


E 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
rent Character, to attempt doing him 
ſome Right in this reſpect, rather than 
ſuffer the Memory of ſo every way ac- 
compliſh'd a Prelate, and ſo ſingularly 
learned an Author to grow into decay, 
and by degrees lie buried in Obſcurity, | 
except among ſuch as ſhall have the 
advantage of peruſing his incompara- 
ble Writings, -+ 
Ilt were much to be wilh'd this Pro- 
vince: had been undertaken” by. ſome | 
abler Hand, and one who had the Hap- 

pineſs of a more familiar acquaintance | 
with him, and who could thereby 
have been able to relate many things 
to his deſerved Honour, which other- 
wiſe are never like to be retrieved. 
hut it is ſeldom Mens lot to have 
their due Eucomium given them when 
gone, how ſoever admired and celebra- 
ted whilſt: alive. The Judicious and 
Pious Mr. Hoober, Author of the juſtly 
admired Books of Eccleſtaſtical Polity, 
had been. laid in his Grave conſide- 
rably longer than he lived, before a- 
ny Attempt was made towards writing 
his Life, though afterwards he had 
Right done him, by that Ingenuous 
and Faithful Biegrapher, Mr. 1ſaac'Wal- 
zom; not to mention the Relation off! 
| f i os ano- 


I 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 


another, a much greater, but leſs ac- 
curate Writerz who taking Things up- 
on truſt, without a due Examination, 
thereby ſuffered himſelf to be led into 
divers notorious Miſtakes concerning 
him. How many too have we known 
in our own Days, of high Station, and 
fingularly renown'd for their great A- 
bilities, and the remarkable Services 
they had done either to Church or 
State, who have yet had no other Me- 
morial preſerved of them, than per- 
haps a ſhort Inſcriptioa upon their 


Monuments? 


Thoſe therefore are not to be bh- 
med, who (whilſt others who are bet- 
ter qualified to praiſe Great Men, are 
wholly ſilent) cannot contain from 
lamenting their loſs, and attempting 
to recommend their noble Examples 


to the Admiration and Imitation of ſu- 
ture Generations: Such eſpecially as 


this great Prelate, whoſe Accurate, Ju- 
dicious and Nervous Writings, full of 
all forts. of Learning, ſhew him to 
have had a jaft Title to Livy's Chara- 
ctet of Cato (L. 59. C. 40.) Natum ad 
id unum diceres quodcunque ageret ; 
whoſe Performances were ſo compleat- 


- offily admirable in their kind, as if he 
10- 


A4 had 


7 


Cranbourn; where beſides the Educa. 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 

had apply'd himſelf but to that one 
ſort of Study; and yet the Compaſs 
of them was of ſuch extent, and the 
Subjects treated of ſo various, that had 
he not been a Perſon of incomparable 
Parts as well as Diligence, it is not con- 
ceivable how he ſhould ever have at- 
tained to a much leſs meaſure of Un- 


derſtanding in them all. 


He was deſcended from the Family 


of the Stillingfleets of Stillingfleet, a- 


bout four Miles from York, where his 


Great Grandfather 70hn Still:ingfleet, | 


wa Brother to Cuthbert Stillingfleet| 
Abbot of York; had a fair Eſtate ; and 

he was the Seventh Son of Samuel Stil- 
ling fleet, Gert. and Suſanna his Wife, 
the Daughter of Edward Norris of 
Petworth in Suſſex, Gent. who was his 
Godfather as well as Grandfather, and 
from whom he receivd the Name 
Edward. He was born April the 17th. 
1635, at Cranbourn in Dorſetſhire,a place 
of ſome note formerly for a Monaſtery 
founded there by a Nobleman na- 
med Aeilward, in the Year 930, and 
which has had the Honour done it 
ſince, to have the Earls of Salisbury 
to this Day bear the Title of Viſcount 


ti or 
1 


ils 


ad 
ble 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
tion and Inſtructions he had from his 
Parents in his tender Fears, as ſoon 
as his Age capacitated him for it, he 
was committed tothe Care of Mr. Tho- 
mas Garden, Schoolmaſter there, a 
Man of Eminence and Character in his 
Profeſſion. 

Under whom he made ſo confident: 


ble a Progreſs, that here he continued 


till the time drew on, that it would be 
proper to ſettle him in the Univerſity. 


In order whereunto he was removed 
„for a while to Ringwood in Hampſhire, 


and put under rhe 7 care of Mr. Bawlch, 
with the view of an Exhibition, anci- 
ently given for ſach Scholars as ſhould 
be elected thence to either of the U- 


niverſities, by William Lynne, Eſq. 


Founder of that School. 


Hence he was elected at Midſum- 


mer, 1648, and Michaelmas next fol- 


lowing he was admitted into St. John s 
Colledge in Cambridge, under the Tui- 


tion of Mr. Pickering. one of the Fel- 
lows, and about fix Weeks after, on 
November the 8th. was admitted a 
Scholar of the Houſe upon the Right 
Honourable the Earl of JOY 8 
Nomination. : 


In 


9 


10 be Liſe of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 


In which lower ſtation he acquit- | 
ted himſelf with ſuch Applauſe, and 
was taken ſo much notice of for his ſin- 
gular Ingenuity and conſtant Improve- 
ment of it by a diligent Application 
to his Studies, that no ſooner had he | 
commenced Batchelour of Arts, but 
the very next Election he was choſen 
a Fellow of the College, and admitted 
as ſuch March the 31ſt. 1653. that ſo 
he might not want any advantages 
in order to the better progreſs and 
ſucceſs. in his Studies, which an Acca- | 
demick Life affords, . nor the College 
or Univerſity want ſo highly valuable 
a Member, as they well foreſaw he muſt 
needs prove. 

Whilſt he was Batchelour, he was 
appointed 7 ripos, and was much ap- 
plauded for his witty and inoffenſive 
Speech on that occaſion, but this did 
not take him off from his ſevere and 
more uſeful Studies: For here he plied 
them hard, and made great uſe of a 
good Library belonging to that Col- 
lege; and as ſoon as he was ſtanding 
he took his Degree of Maſter of Arts, 
but before that he withdrew a while 
from the Univerſity to live at Wrox- 


ball in Warwickſhire with Sir Roger Bur- 


tl þ 


lowance that might invite a Perſon 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


goin, Bar. a Perſon of great Piety, Pru- 


dence and Learning, to whom he had 
been recommended by Dr. Pamar, one 
of the Fellows of that College, and 
afterwards Maſter of the Faculties at 
Lambeth, under his Grace Dr. William 
Sancroſt, Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury; and how well he approv'd him- 
ſelf here, appear'd, not only from Sir 
Roger's kindneſs to him whilſt in his 


Family, and his unwillingneſs to part 


with him, but always by his unuſual 


Reſpect to him, when he made him 
Viſits, and afterwards eſpecially by 


his preſenting him to a conſiderable 
Living. 8 e 

At his departure thence, whether 
he retired again for a while to the Col- 
lege, or went immediately from Wrox- 
hall to Notingham, I am not certain, 
but undoubtedly he removed thither 
ſoon after. For the Honourable Francis 
Pierrepoint, Eſq; Brother to the laſt 
and great Uncle to the preſent Mar- 
queſs of Dorcheſter, wanting a Tutor 
for his eldeſt Son Mr. Nobert Pierre- 
point, ( fince divers times Burgeſs in 
Parliament for the Town of Notting- 
ham) and beihg willing to make an al- 


at 


11 
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The Life of Dr. Still ingfleet, 

of Worth and Learning to undertake 
the Employment, Mr. Stillingſieet was 
ſoon pitch'd upon, and prevailed with 
to accept it. 

And here beſides his 8 in 
his proper Province, the Inſtruction 
of the young Gentleman, he found 
time to ſet about the writing his Ireni. 
cum. Which he afterwards profeſſes Him- 
felf to have publiſhed, hoping by it to 


bring over thoſe to a compliance with the 
Church of England ( ther like to be 


re-ejlablifſhed ) who ſtood. off upon the 


ſuppoſition, that Chriſt bad appointed © a 


Presbyterian Government to be alway; 
3 in his Church, and therefore 


thonght Prelacy was to be atteſted as an 


unlawful Uſurpationz adding moreaver, 
that it did not want ſucceſs that way 
5k here and in 4 Neighbour King- 
n.. 

Eßpiß. Ded. before the Ordination 
Sermon at St. Peter's Cornbil, March 
15. 168%; and p. 148, of ſeveral Confe- 
rences between 4 Popiſh Prieſt, a Fanatich 
Chaplain, &c. Where in the Perſon 
of P. D, he ſpeaks freely of it, and 
ſays, I believe there are many big: 
in it, which if Dr. Stillingfleet were to 
write rom, he would not have ſaid : 755 

there 


Co 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
there are ſome which ſhew his Youth and 


want of due Confederation ; others which 
he yielded too far, in hopes of gaining 


the Diſſenting Parties to the Church of 
England; but upon the whole matter, 


I am fully ſatisfied the Book was writ- 
ten with a deſign to ſerve the Church 
of England. Nay, in the atoreſaid 


Preface he ſays this farther of it, 


JI dare challenge any Man to produce 
one Paſſage in the whole Book that 
tendeth to encourage Fa#ion or Schi ſur, 
or Oppoſition to the Church of England, 


but on the contrary, I endeavoured to 


recommend the Epiſcopal Government, 
as having the advantage of all others, 
and coming neareſt to Apoſtolical Pra- 
rice. But beſides this, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged by all, that it contains a 
Maſs of Learning abundantly beyond 
what could have been expected at his 
ears, and which few, it any of his 
ontemporaries, could pretend to e- 
qual; fo early did he ſhew himſelf to 
the Admiration of thoſe who therein 


beheld the Effects both of his Natural 


Abilities, 'and his Indefatigable Indu- 
ſtry. „ it 
This very learned, howſoever miſ- 
underſtood Treatiſe, he began, 5 I 
42805 aid, 


UP 
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ſaid, during his ſtay at Nottingham; 
but ſcarce was he allow'd to finiſh it | 
there, for not above two Years had 
he been in that ſtation, but he was 


called back by his worthy Patron, 


Sir Roger Burgoin, who in the Year 
1657, upon the Deceaſe of the 
Reverend and Learned Mr. Linford | 
Rector of Sutton, made him a ten- 
der of that Rectory, which he thank- 
fully accepted. And one of the Seats 
of Sir Roger's Family being here, might 
make him the more ſollicitous to place 
a Serious, Ingenious, Pious and Pru- 
dent Perſon there, who might be both 
agood Neighbour, and Suitable Com- 
panion for himſeli, as well as a 
Watchful and Skilful Guide of Souls: 
and of whom could he more fitly 
make choice upon ſuch an occaſion, 
than of Mr. Stllirgfleet, whom he 
had fo throughly known, and of 
whoſe Character and Abilities he was 
ſo fully ſatisged, by his own Conver- 
fation with, and Experience of him at 
Wroxhall; nor would Mr. Prerrepornt 
refaſe to part with him upon ſo advan- 
tageous an Invitation, 25 

Here therefore he firſt took upon 
him the Charge of a Pariſh, and which 
18. ought 
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ought not to be forgotten, he did not 
climb up by the way of thoſe Days 
of Confuſion and Diforder, but en- 


ter'd in at the right Door by means 


of an Epiſcopal Ordination: For he 
had well confider'd who they were that 
our Saviour had commiſſioned to or- 
dain Labourers for his Vineyard, as he 
profeſſes of himſelf (Pref. to his Or- 
dination. Sermon at St. Peter's) he even 
then received Epiſcopal Orders, and 


followed the Directions of an excel- 


lent Biſhop of our Church, the truly 
Pious and Reverend Dr. Bromurigg, 
the ejected Biſhop of Exon. For by 
him it was that Mr. Stillingfleet was ſe- 
parated to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
to which he thenceforward applied 
himſelf, Thus he enter'd upon his 
Charge at Sutton, and here he publiſh'd 
the Irenicum before-mentioned in the 
Year 1659, and when he was not a- 


bove 24 Years of Age, which he alſo 


reprinted in 1662, together with an 
Appendix concerning the Power of 
Excommunication in a Chriſtian 
Church, wherein he very ſuccinctly 
but clearly. ſhews, that the Church is 
a diſtin& Society from the State, and 
has divers Rights and Priviledges. of 

Its 


15 
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its own, which are derived only from 
Chriſt its Head, and particularly that 
it has a Power of Cenſuring Offen- 
ders, reſulting from its Conſtitution, 
25 a Chriſtian Society, and that theſe 
Rights of the Church do not eſcheat 
to the Commonwealth, upon their 
being united in a Chriſtian State. 

In this ſame Year 1662, he publiſhed 
alſo his Origines Sacre, a Work of great 
Extent and variety of admirable 
Learning, and written with ſach Per- 
ſpicuity of Expreſſion, ſuch Solidity 
of Judgment and Strength of Argu- 
ment, that it would have been de- 
ſervedly eſteemed a moſt compleat 
Performance for one of more than 
twice his Age: And ſo youll ſee 'twas| 
thought by a moſt excellent Judge; for 
when he appeared at a Viſitation be- 
fore his Diaceſan, Biſhop Sanderſon, 
the Biſhop ſeeing ſo young a Man, 
could hardly believe it was Mr. Stil- 
lingfleet, whom as yet he only knew 

buy his Books; and afterwards, when 
he hadembraced him, ſaid, He much 
rather expected to have ſeen one as conſi- 
derable for his Age, as he had alreadg( 
fhewn himſelf for his Learning: It ha- 
. ving always been juſtly eſteemed orie}* 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 1 
pf the beſt;Defences of Revealed Reli- 
gion that ever was extant in our o. ̊n 


Jr any other Language; and which, 
7ould but our Modern Deiſts heat- 


n 
ſe $11y. and impartially apply. themſelves 
oh ad Nudy, it might be hoped, that by. 


od's Bleſſing, they would find it an 
ffectual Antidote for their Scepticiſm 
nd Infidelity. This ſhewed the early 
Ripeneſs of his Underſtanding, and 
hat he had attained: to the Knowledge 
ff the Aged, when himſelf was yet but, 
ery young, not having finiſhed, per- 
haps not begun bis 28th Tear. An ex- 
ellent Work in its kind! but which 
vould have been ſtill much improved, 
han ad God granted bim a longer life: A 
was rge 'Specimen. whereof is to be ſeen 
for In the late Folio Edition of it printed 

It Cambridge ſince his deceaſe, which 
ſor, vas to have made part of the Firſt 
Tan olume; for he deſi gned to have 
Stil. 1 ubliſhed it in ſeveral Parts in Octavo, 
new nd had ſo well conſider d it, as to 
-hen $2v< gone on writing and printing as 
eb bt as ever Health and Buſineſs would 
out- Nav permitted him. For tho the 
eady abject takes in ſuch a Maſs and Com- 
IS aſs of Learning, yet had he fo pre- 
ori ared "Tm gie it in his Thoughts, 


that 
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that he cold! ſoon. have "writ them 
down Ht for the Publick. - 17 
This àdmirable Treatiſe wade Hit 
ſo'kttown'tb/the- One: and got him 
ſach' eſteem attenglſt the Learned, and 
che Räglit Reverend 
Father in God, Humphrey, then Lord 

f Toon, thats Reply com. 


ms reh "gate" Aichbiho, Land; 


iheompirable Anſwere to Fiſßer the 
Jeſuite, Mr.. Srillingftet Was ſoon 
piteed pon as a proper Second for 
fo Nrefòus ah Advocate of our Re- 
Hgian. The { Author 66%this/ Reply 
Sree —— 4 and ENTS 
Was" Cart Or, 
Dr. Laud f Labyrints J Atld it Was faidf 
& be primited dar P 1858, but it 
appeared inet abroad till 11663. an] 
the 'next Tear cime forth fach \: 

Anſwer to it, evidently "thinifeſtind 
what are che true Grounds of Faith 
and where, and on - which! fide thi 

Schiſm berwixt' us and tire Church ol, 
Nome lies, did what Oortuptions av 
been ineroclücéd aby, and Are conf” 
frantly' maſntainef àmongſt thole't 0 
tut Cofmmunion, us effectüally ſilende 


the Advedſdry; and did hes a lite. 


odvanee Ihe Repatamomlef the A 0 
99 ©. ſwereff 
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or who though well known, and high- 
ly valued; before, could not Pi of 
1 being received with yet a greater re- 
3 ſpect after fo rational a Vindication 
of our truly Primitive Church and 
a Religion. This he wrote whilſt at 
. Sattor, and made ſuch a diſpatch, that 
beſi des conſtant Attendance on the 
nel Duties of the Place, he ſent up of 
5 that Elaborate Work 6 or 7 Sheets a 
805 Week to the Preſss. 
ze. The Fame of theſe excellent Per- 
5 formances, were the occaſion that 
T whilſt he continued at his Living he 
vas choſen Preacher at the Rolls Chap- 
&:/, by the Honourable Sir Harbottle 
viguſton, Maſter of the Rollo, which 
F obliged him to be in Landon in Term- 
ime, and was a fair Introduction to 
br N is Settlement in that Noble City, 
hich followed within a ſhort time 
Lier this, ige >; 
For Dr. . the Rector of St, Au- 
rew ' Holbourn dying, his kind Friend 
cone Lord Biſhop of London, and his 
Br [Ls celebrated Works together, | ſo 
commended him to the Lord Trea- 
rer, the Earl of Southampton, to 
hom the Right of Preſentation then 


verelonged (and from whom, by the 
; B 2 Mar- 


hv 
hav! 


litt 
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Marriage of his Danghter the Coun- 
teſs of Northumberland, it is ſince de- 
rived to the preſent Patron his Grace 
the Duke of Mountague) that his Lord- 
ſhip eaſily pitch'd on him as a Perſon 
fit for the Cure of ſo extenſive and 
Populous a Pariſh; and afterwards he 
was highly ſatisfied with his Choice, 
and ſoon entertain'd a great- value for 
him; who had much too ſoon an oc- 
caſion to ſhew his high Eſteem of his 
great Patron in a Sermon at his Fu- 
neral, wherein he gave him that juſt} 
Character, which ſo wiſe and able, of 
faithfol and conſcientious A Stateſina 
juſtly deſerved. 

To this he was preſented: rte 
1665, inſtituted the Eaſter following 
and here he ſpent his Time and Pain 
till 1689, when he was removed tc 
a higher Station. Here, I fay, bg 
ſpent his Time and his Pains, ſo fa | 
as was requiſite for the diſcharge 0 þ 
his Parochial Cure, but not fo as t 
be entirely confin'd to this alone. Fe 4 

beſides that, he for ſome time con 
tinaed his I abours at the Rolls, 

he had done formerly : And afte 

wards he was choſen Lecturer at t 
Temple, where for ſeveral Years 

; preach} 
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preach'd'in the Afternoon before thoſe 
Learned and Venerable Socteties. His 
excellent Diſcourſes in thoſe places, 


brought him into great Acquaintance 
na and general Eſteem with the Judges 
and Gentlemen of Station and Emi- 
nence in the Profeſſion of the Law; 
particularly Sir Matthew Hale, when 
he was Lord Chief Baron, ſent to kim, 
bis and enter'd into an early acquaintance 

| with him, and continued it till his 
q retirement from Publick Affairs. My 
Lord Chief Juſtice Vaughan too, de- 
i ired his Friendſhip, and had a great 
value for his Converſation; whoſe 
Funeral- Sermon he was pitch'd on to 
preach, and therein gave him a very 
great and juſt Character. It might be 


425 inſtanced in more, but it's enough in 


two ſuch undeniably Eminent Men, 


:ſteem, and ſo often enjoy his Com- 
Bpany. To their and his Honour too, 
it may now be ſpoken. He was ap- 
pointed likewiſe a Chaplain in ordina- 
V to his Majeſty King Charles II. and 
o had an opportunity of Preaching 

any very Learned and Inſtructive 
5 B 3 Ser- 


Fo 
con 
's, 
afte 
att 
ars 


each 


4. and often at . Serjeants-Inn-Chappel, 


and of ſuch great Buſineſs as then lay 
upon them, that they ſhould ſo much 


— 1 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Sermons at Court, during his Annual 
Attendance there. He was conſtituted 
likewiſe a Canon-Refidentiary of the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul's, as af- 
terwards of the Metropolitical Church 
of Canterbury. 

The Recommendation for the Re- 
ſidentiariſnip to the Dean and Chapter 
of St. Paul's is ſo much in his Praiſe, 
that I ſhall' mention ſoiie part of it, 
which runs thus: Cha. R. Truſty and 
Wellbeloued, We greet you well. Our 
well. deſerving and well. beloved Subject 
and C Lia Edward Stillingfleet Dr. 
in Divinity, bath by his Learned Wri- | 
tings done ſuch emment Service for the | 
Church of England in particular, and | 
the Defence of the Chriſtian Truth in 
general, that We think our ſelves bound | 
to give him all fitting Encouragement, 
and therefore We are graciouſly pleaſed 
to recommend him unto you in very eſpe- 
cial manner, and further to will and 
require that you eledt and admit him 
the ſaid, &c. Given at our Court at 
Whitehall zhe 9th of June, 1670. 

And afterwards his Fame con- 
tinually encreaſing, as he had oppor- 
tunity more and more to ſhew him 
fen, upon the POR of the truly 

Re- 


iv Lord Bifhop of Worceſter. 


Reverend, Learned and Pious Dr. il. 
liam Sancraft, the worthy Dean of that 


Church, to the Archispiſeopal and 
Metropolitan See of Canterbury; he was 


promoted to his Deanry, and not long 


after, upon the Death of Dr. Porn, 


was (nominated by his Right Reve- 


rend and Honourable Dioceſan, the 


preſent. Lord Biſhop of Landon, to 
the Archdeaconry of London. 


In ell 
which Stations with What Applauſe he 
acquitted himſelf, and how much to 
the Advantage of thoſe under his Care, 
is too well known to ſuch as ever 
lived in Town to need any farther 


Accaunt of it 
Whilſt he was Reger of Sed 


he married Andrea, the eldeſt Daugh- 
ter of Milliam Dobyns of Mormiugtou 
in Glonceſter, Eſqʒ and Siſter to the 
late Milliam Dobyns, Eſq; a Bencher 
of Lincalus- Inn, who was always in 
the Biſhop's. kindneſs and friendſhip; 
and he on all occaſions ſhew'd a great 
Love and Service for the Biſhop and 
his Family, and who (I muſt add) for 
bis Learning in the Law, and his 


Judgment in Pleading, did for many 


Years make a conſiderable Figure at 
the King Bench and Chancery- Barr. 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, | 
She lived not long with him; and by 


her he had only two Daughters , 


which both died in their Infancy, and 
one Son, Dr. Edward Stillingfleet the 


late Incumbent. of ROO Norvens in 
Norfolk. © 


Not many Years after her Death, 


he married a ſecond Wife, Elizabeth. 


Daughter of Sir Nicholas Pedley of 
Huntington, Serjeant at Law; of whoſe 


Worth every one that knew her can 


ſay a great deal, and all I can men- | 
tion in this place would be too lit- 
tle. She liv'd with him till near his 
latter end, and by her he had Seven 
Children, of which he left only two 
ſurviving him; the Reverend Mr. 


Fames Stilling fleet, Prebendary of Wor- 


ceſter and Rector of Hartlebury in the 


ſame County and Dioceſs; 185 a moſt 


virtuouſly diſpoſed and excellently 
accompliſh'd Daughter, Aune the late 


Wife of Humphrey Tyfte of Gray's- 


Inn, Eſqʒ. 

In the Vear 1663, he went out Bat- 
chelour of Divinity, and in 1668, he 
commenced Doctor; and at Cambridge, 

the place of his younger Studies, he 


was now perſwaded to keep the Pub- 
| lick Act; which he did with univerſal 


Ap- 


late Lord Biſbop of Worceſter. 
Applauſe, for his fluency in the Latin 
Tongue, his quickneſs of Reply, and 
his powerful Vindication of the Poſi- 


tions he undertook to maintain, and 
they were theſe; 9 9 8 


Ratio adi Precepti in Decalogo eſt 
900} Immutabilis. 


Exiſtentia Ts Sys ab æterno conſlat 
ex initio 
Evangelii Secundum S. Johannem. 


In the defence of which he fully an- 


ſwered the deſire of thoſe who had the 
largeſt Expectations of him; though 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed amongſt others of 
the Heads of the Univerſity, more 
eſpecially by that Eminently Learned 
and Acute Diſputant, the Regius Pro- 
feſſor Dr. Gunning, then Maſter of 


St. 7ohn s College, and afterwards ſuc- 


ceſſively Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter and 
Ely; than whom none was better ac- 
quainted with the Ancient Fathers and 
Writers of the Church, and all ſorts 
ofs Ecclefiaſtical Learning: And per- 
haps never did the Profeſſor more vi- 
gorouſly exert his utmoſt Force, in 
the Trial of any Commencer, than 3 
, 35 „ this 


8 
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this Caſe ; whereby: keionly gave the 


Doctor the better opportunity of ſhew- 
ing his great Abilities, and ſetting 
his Performance, off. 0 the ber, ad: 
vantage. 

After this he in a little time gave 
2 freſn Teſtimony of bis Uſefulneſs 
to the Publick. He did not confine his 
Labours to the Bounds of his ſingle 


Pariſh, though a very large one, and 


which did take up a great deal of his 


Time, nor thoſe other Stations he was 
in, but was deſirous the reſt of the 
Nation ſhould partake of the excellent 
Fruits of his Studies; and therefore 
the following Lear 1669, he publi- 
ſhed ſome of his Sermons, ſuch as he 
thought - moſt.  aſeful at that time 5 


And becauſe one of them, concerning 


the Reaſon of i Chriſt's Suffering for us 


(the laſt he then publiſhed) had met, | 


as he profeſſes, with ſome oppoſition 
from a buſie Promoter of the contra- 
ry Doctrine: And becauſe unworthy 


Reflections had been made upon ſome 


of the Rulers of the Church, as 
though / they had countenanced and 
encouraged the Socinian Doctrine, he 
therefore ſet himſelf to vindicate the 
Honour of the Church, and the No 
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of the Chriftian Doctrine in this im- 


portant Controverſie; which he did 
effectually in a Diſcourſe concerning 
the true Reaſon of the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
in Confutation of Crelliuss famous An- 
{wer to Grotius e Wherein he quſtly 
expoſes the Socinian Method of in- 
terpreting Scripture, and particularly 
by a witty Parallel betwixt t he firſt 


Chapter of Geneſis, and the firſt of St, 


John's Goſpel. Whence it evidently 
appears, that the Creation mentioned 
by Moſes may with every whit as much 
Reaſon, be conſtrued to relate; not to 
the Production of the World and all 
things therein, (as it certainly doth) 
but only to the firſt beginning of the 
Maſaical, J7ewiſb Diſpenſation, as the 
Socinians can pretend for applying the 
Beginning ſpoken of by St. 70h, to 


the Beginning of the Evangelical In- 


ſtitution. Here alſo he ſeriouſly con- 
ſiders the Nature and End of our Sa- 
viour's Sufferings, and removes the 
Socinian Objections againſt their Merit, 
and the Reaſon we have to expect Sal- 
vation by them. He knew very well 
what intolerable Miſchief theſe vain 
Pretenders to Reaſon might do to Re- 
ligion amongſt the Careleſs and Inju- 
; dicious 
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dicious, unleſs ſome Antidote were 


given againſt their Unevangelical and 


Deſtructive Doctrines; and hence he 
ſeaſonably interpoſed, to detect the 
Weakneſs of their Arguments, and 
convince the World they are not ſuch 
Maſters of Reaſon as they pretend to. 


There has been printed ſince his | 


Death a Second Part to this Book of 
Satisfaction, occaſioned by an Appeal 
from the Diſſenting Miniſters to him, 
touching ſome Bifferences among 


_ themſelves about that Point. In it 


you have ſeveral of their Letters and 
his Anſwers, and then a fuller Exami- 
nation of the Grounds of the Contro- 
verſie (but not quite finiſhed) where- 
in he judiciouſly ſtates and explains 
the Points between them, and as ſtre- 


nuouſly vindicates that neceſſary Do- 


ctrine of Satisfaction from the Antino- 
mian Notion and Conſequences of it, 
as he had before done from the Soci- 
nian. | | | 
And now a new occaſion calls for 
his Aſſiſtance in another kind, his 
Adverſaries of the Cracouian (train be- 
ing thus baffled, a freſn Conteſt ariſes 
from a different Quarter, which he 
finds it neceſſary to engage in. He 
might 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


might juſtly have expected a full and 
ſatisfactory Anſwer from thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, to his forementi- 
oned excellent Defence of our Church 
and Religion, before they had ſent 
him a Challenge of another ſort. But 
this was too difficult a Task for 


them, and therefore after two ſuper- 


ficial Onſets, in the way (to uſe his 


own Language, Pref. to his Diſcourſe of 


the Idolatry of the Church of Rome ) 
that Rats anſwer Books by gnawing ſome 
of the Leaves, whilſt it yet retained its 
full Strength, the Body and main Deſion 
of it remaining wholly untouchd by 
them; for to lay the former Contro- 
verſie afſeep, he was to be aſſaulted 


1n another manner. To this purpoſe 
| two Queſtions are brought him by a 


Lady already haſtning towards Rome, 
to which he returned a ſpeedy An- 


ſwer, though in the midſt of many 


other Employments. And to this he 
not long after receiv'd a Reply, ſuch 


as he did not think worth taking no- 


tice of, and therefore laid it by as too 
inconſiderable to divert him from his 


other more neceſſary Affairs, till at 


length his Adverſaries began to tri- 


umph, as though the Vitory were al- 
5 ready 


29 


30 


World for writing Eccleſiaſtical Hiſto- 


The Life / Dr. Stillingfleet, 
ready gained, and he had nothing to 
ſay againſt it. This Uſage. prevail'd 
with him to allow theſe Papers a far- 
ther Conſideration, ind ſo produced 
the well-known Diſcourſe of the Ido- 
latry,. Phanaticiſm and Diviſions of 
the Church of Rome, and the hindran- 
ces f a good Life, and true Devotion 
that are amongſt them. A heavy Charge 


indeed! and which if true, were an 


abundant Caution to all that ever 


heard it, to be upon their Guard a- 


ga inſt the Attempts of ſuch, as ſeek 
by aby Inſinuations to win them 
over to ſo corrupt a Church ; and the 
truth hereof he not only made out 
in this Treatiſe, but afterwards ſup- 
ported his Proof of it, in ſeveral o- 
thers, againſt N. O. Fl EAN. . . N. 


and the Author of the Guide in Con- 


trover/res; Mr. Creſſ, another of his 
Opponents, he choſe to take little no- 
tice: of, becauſe of: his ill Language, 
and want of Argument, ſave that he 
gives a Taſt of his Performance in a 
ſhort Reflection upon what Account 
he found given of himſelf by him, 
and very pertinently expoſes him as 
one of the unfitteſt Men in the whole 
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ry ; finde it was not to be expected 
that he ſhouſd give a faithful Reluti- 


on of Things paſt many Years fince, 
who writes ſo at random about Mat- 
ters of our own' Times. But yet When 
2 Perſon of great Honour and 'Abfli- 
ties, My Lord Chancellor Clarendor, 
bad vouchſafed to plead his Cauſe for 
him). and to undertake his Vindication 
from the impetuons- Aſſaults of ſuch 
an enraged Enemy, and Mr. Cre had 
hereupon written bis Eyiſtle Apologeti- 
cal; the Doctor then held himfelf 
obliged in return for ſo ſignal a Kind- 
neſs, to fave that Honourable Perſon 
che farther trothhle of making Animad- 
verſions on this Reply. This was the 
occaſion of a particular Confideration 
of what the Apologiſt had offered, in 
4'Book entituled, Aa Anſwer to Mr. 
Ciefly' 'F Epiſtle Apologetical fo 1 Perſon 


of Hbnour, touching | his Vindication of 


Dr. Stillingfleet. In which he j uſtly 
expoſes the Myſtical Divinity as both 
unintelligible and illuſtve, and obſerves 
the great Affinity there is betwixt the 
Popith and the Quakers Pretences to 
an immediate Inſpiration, and that 
ſuch kind of Extaſies and Revelations 


as the Myſtical Divinity pretends to, 


have 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
bave been condemned by the Chri- A 
ſtian Church in former Ages, and ſo 
is no part of the Chriſtian Dor pe 
ctrine. pr 

But his chief Strength was hr pa 
for Dr. Godden, who had undertaken I 
to clear his Communion from the hea- co 
vy Charge of Idolatry. In the gene- ſet 
ral Preface before his Anſwer to ſewe- 
ral Treatiſes, &c. he takes care to re- 
move one Objection urged by the gal 
Dr. againſt himſelf; and his manner of pn 
proceeding in this Debate, which was, Pa 
that he. diſſented from the C Burch 77 Eu- he 
gland in accuſinę the Church of Rome þs 
of Idolatry. Which Pretence he here dc 
refutes, from the Doctrine of the Ho- bf 
milies, from K. Edward the VIth's Li- for 
turgy and Injunctions, from Archbi- II - 


ſhop. Cranmer's Articles of Viſitation, 


the. Injunctions of Queen Elizabeth, 8 
and 'a Form of Thankſgiving in the ſuc 
37th Year ofher Reign, as well as from fece 
Archbiſhop Whiteift, ” Archbiſhop Ban- ho 
croft, Biſhop Montague and others. Ihe 
Of chis Dr. he profeſſes he had ſbemm hat 


more Art and Cunning than all the reſt do 


put together, and had ſaid as much in bf 
defence of their Cauſe, as Wit and Sub-|( » 
ora invent. (Epiſt. Ded.) And bisþ 

An- 


late Dard Biſhop of Worbeſter. 
Anſwer to him was reſerved for tlie 
Vaſt place}! and was ſo compleat and 

perfect. vs to ptit an End to their Diſ- 

pute for that time. It conſiſts ot tw] “. 
Parts: In theformer'of which he ap- 
b piyd bimſetteto give apartieular Ac 
- count of the NatürE ot HolAtr A, and 
the ſeveral Species of it, that 
be Obſervetl in >theiſcheral Parts" of 
he World whereby! tel detect T. Gs 
alfe\Notion'offit; and to give à true 
pne inſtead thereof. oH; the other 
, Part, he: gives ſo ddeur an- Actouſiti of 
- the WorlHifaſed in the Nou hurelig 
e þs evident!y«difcovers ir t be grofly 
e Ndolatrous in divers reſpects. A Work 
of \diligent Reading as well as prod. 


Thought; and in a word, truly wor- 
by of ſo great and famous an Au- 
A hor, and which gives the Adverſaries 
he ſuch a deadly Stroke as was not to be 
m ecover d. Nothing is mote plain to 
n- hoſe who are well acquainted with 
rs. he Religion of the Roxwa#ifts, than 
vn hat they are guilty of very heinous 
eft dolatry; in their worſnip of the Hoſt, 
iupbf Saints, Reliques and Images, more 
ub - ſpecially of the Croſs. And this is 
bisÞ manifeſtly made out in this Trea- 
\n-j 


t were to! 


Pound ſodgment, and ſprightlineſs of 


C tie, 
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Godden, both againſt our Church ang! 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
tiſe, that there is now;no longer a- 
ny room left to doubt of it. 

And now | it might have been 
thought reaſonable for him to retire 
to his other Studies, having obtained 
ſo compleat a Conqueſt over the reſt of 
his Opponents, and this laſt the princi- « 
pal of them. But his Adverſaries for- 

wardnefs, | and his own. great Zealll : 
for the Cauſe he had undertaken Ir 
would not ſuffer him to reſt here. 0 
For another Book of T; G's. by way a 
of Dialogue, taking divers Exceptionaiu 


Jt 
a new. Vindication, by way of Dia- 


Jogue like wiſe, conſiſting of ſevere! Cons: 
ferences: between a Romiſo Prieſt, 4 Fa 5 
natich. Chaplaiu, and a; Divine of: #61 


Church of England. concerning ſever * 
Points both of Doctrine and Pradicty- 
chiefly relating to the Sin of Idolatry q w. 


and more eſpecially theſe four, Tf Pr 


Idolatry of the Church of Rome, end thgot 
Conſequences of the Charge of Idolatry Piſ 
the Nature of {dolatry, and a Paralleſnę 
between the Heathen and Romnſh dy 
latry. In this Diſcourſe: he fully anf 
ſwerd the groundleſs Cavils of Dina 


himſelf, and ſet the whole Controve re 
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late Lord Biſhopof Worceſter. 


ſe in diſpute: in fo clear a light, as to 

take away the Force of that Doctor's 
nPretences, and at the ſame time to ma- 
te niteſt the Weakneſs of another Party, 
dl who, againſt all Senſe and Reaſon, are 
ot | continually. clamouring / againſt, and 
i defaming the Church of England, as 
r. Popiſh and groſly Superſtitious, if not 
alf as hainoufly Idolatrous: Though eve- 
ry one that does not wilfully ſhut his 
re. own Eyes, muſt needs ſee, that none 
ay are more rationally averſe from, or 


ne more happily have detected the into- 


on lerable Corruptions of the 3Romiſh 
ia4 Church, and born their Teſtimony a- 


2 gainſt them more hear tily in all Dan- : 


Falgets, than the Prelates and others of 
hAtbe Church of Eugland have continu- 
74 ally done. | nl 101 200844 | 

ict I ſhould have noted before, That 
ry when the Learned Dr. Tillot/orr, then 
ThEPreacher to the Honourable Society 
tHMof Lincolns-Inn, and late Lord Arch- 
ry Piſhop of Carterbury, publiſhed his moſt 
:ll0genuous and delightful, and yet tru- 
day rational and argumentative Rule 
anf Faith, wherein in an extraordinary 
Difnanner, he has ſhew'd a wonderful 


anſnixture of Wit and Judgment, a great 


veſſtrength of Argument, cloathed in a 
f. 7 EY very 
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very Aiterting Dreflintanſwer te 
Mer $tjethifs Hiſcdor fe entituled Se: 
booting" in briſgött x, his g06 
Friend, Mr. Sill fe, iSight tte 
. Ae füitäble Append ir t it, by 

way of Rep) . eo af pendlix 
conccp nx AntWadverfons on Hi⸗ 
Ade bnd bf P es 
of wifiety this: great Hrutenller ts 
wooftfartbh lad whdeRakit' toext! 
Tine : ut fdr this heUWas wwordhily 


chaſtifedtap8 cloſetj p Id from AF 
gunent te Arguments ad) tis mew 


way Of reſdlving theiGround of Firth 
into Of} Tradition plovd- to, Ye! 
monſtration!tb be moRThfireafonible 


and that it funs Mer on iextficaVle 


Ditheulties! -andiac! 'sffords" then 
a fair Pretence for Infidelity200 vs 

- flerecalſsin à More Poltfcript hho- 
chen Treatiſe called Dp iel, And 
ſaid to be written by the Author ef 
Fiat Lit, is examined and ſo handled 
in a few Pages, as fünty to ſhew its 
Weakneſs and Impertinbnce, and ſo 


totally to ſilence it, that l believe few 
People ha ve ſince ſo much as heard the 
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late Cord BifÞop'sf Worcæſter. 357 
Here I mut bot omitrutotſir very 


| valnables Treatife,! or rather a Colle. Y 


ctlon of divers Trentiſes >arhielt though 
not Of His wn ompoſing. ter ate 
how verlobfige f 5 
and for his 


derb f Geld dd bowel: Fitte of: 
the Jeſeit, Lopals an iſeſtrdd in three 
ſeveral 'Treatiſes, lately written by theus- 
againſt the” Oath Alleginneo's And 
from their own! Argüme tits and the 
Authority ofimatiy- other:of their on 
cblebrated Writers, he proves the Go 
vetnment can have noi real Serurity 
from them, ſo long as they refliſe o 
renounce the Pope s Power vf de 
ſing Princes, and 3bſ@lving>Bubjetts 
anche Allegiance. This is the Uſe 
re kes of the three firſt: Freatiſes as 
Welhas his ¶ itations outsof ther Au- 
thotb of tlie Romiſs Conmmunion. Bur- 
now beſicedatheſe, he has ſubjoyned 
three other Tracts of a different Na- 
tire, but yet allied to them ãn this, that 
they tend ro ſhew hbw tmreaſonable 
it is for this Order of Mien to expect 
the Favour ofanyv Civil Government, 
and of our own in particular. The 
1985 is entituled: The Exccutiun of Fur 


T CY ſtice 
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flice in England, nos for Religion but | 
for Treaſon; bearing Date December the | 


17th. 1583, and was penn d by the di- 
rection of that great and wiſe Stateſman 
the Lord Treaſurer Burleigb. The next 
is called Important Conſiderations, and 


they are declared to be ſuch as ought 


to move all true and ſound Catholicks 
who are not wholly Jeſuited, to ac- 


knowledge without all Equivocations, 


Ambiguities or Shiftings, that the Pro- 


ceedings of her Majeſty and the State 


with them, ſince the Beginning of her 
Highneſs's Reign, have been both mild 


and merciful. The third is ſtil'd The Je- 
ſuits Reaſons unreaſomable, printed 1 662, 


and the defign of its Re- publication 
was to let us ſee how unfincere and 
undutiful the Behaviour of that Order 
has been to former Princes, and how 
little Truſt can be given to their moſt 
confident Profeſſions of Loyalty; there 
being no appearance of any Amend- 
ment in them: Thus both by his own, 
and by publiſhing others Writings, he 
has taken all juſt. Occaſion to vindi- 
cate our Government as well as our 
Religion from thoſe. avowed Enemies 
to both, and to make it viſible to all 
indifferent Readers, that as no truſt 

| 5 15 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


is in any Caſe to be put in them of 
the Roman Communion by Princes 
that are not perfectly under their Di- 


rection; ſo neither have they juſt 
cauſe to "complain of any Proceedings 
that have been againſt them, either in 
this or any other Nation. 


He was long engaged, from Time 


to Time, in this ſort of Controverſie, 


and with divers Antagoniſts, and with 


what admirable temper lie received the 
moſt outragious Inſults of his Adver- 
ſaries, and with what clearneſs and 
ſtrength of Reaſon he maintained his 
Ground againſt them all, the Reader 
may pleaſe to inform himſelf from a 
great Maſter of Eloquence, an accurate 
Judge of Writings, no leſs than of 
Perſons, his forementioned Right 
Honourable Defender, the Lord Chan- 
cellour Clarendon ; who in his Polite 


and Judicious Animadverfions on Mr. 


Creſſys Book, entituled, Faraticiſm 


Fanatically ;mputed to the Catholick 
Church by Dr. Stillingfleet, p. 18. gives 


this Colmmendaddn of the Doctor and 


his manner of Writing. Though I am 


no ſtranger to the ng of Dr. Stil- 
lingfleet, but have read, Ithink, all that 


he hath publiſhed, at leaſt all that 1 have 
C 4 ſeen 
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ſeen of bis, and as J always admired 
the Strength and Vigour of bis fatio- 
cination, and the Clearneſs 1 his Style 


amd Expreſſi tons ( a Faculty not. natural 
to. all very Learned .antl Pious Men) 


which N the moſi difficult 
Points, and which are uſually by others: 


wrapt up in obſcure Terms, 88 and 


iutelligible to Wulgar Underſtandings ; 5 
I hawe been\exceedingly delighted with 
the Sofineſs,. Gentleneſs and -Givjlity of 


his Language,, (which can never flow 
Fam an =uſolent, or Proud Spirit J. in 
mbich. be erte things which in them® 
| felves Ane. tight. „and ſuch a might. be 
wealeFed,: in a Plaaſant, not reproachful 
manner, 4 Dialed bis Aduerſaries are 
vat 4 quinted with 3 aud when be is 
compelled to anſwer Arguments, or rather 
Altreatians\ full, of Bitterneſs and Rey 
proachfal Wards which. mould tempt 
2 bee the. Aduantage 770 ane 
(alle to, Pit. eee Sharpneſo, he paſſes 
h Fe tt Dy UA 169, and collect what can 
vll y ha fand. like Reaſos. put of what 
is, edgd; and refutes. is with very 
auch leſs Severity than the Matter would 
Iuſtiſiet and ſeems. ſometimes; lou require. 
Ibn ſpsaks the: Noble Author, and 
en ge fuck * mut ite be, 
N 1 how 


late Lord Biſhop of, Wore ter. 


ſtian, how much more to the Service 
of the Cauſe to be maintained, When 
its Advocate thus ſtrictly keeps himſelf 


Ito his proper Buſineſs, and obſerves 


„ 
— 


ſuch due Decorum in the Management 
of it, than when unneceſſary Heats 
and Animoſities interpoſe themſelves, 
and unhappily divert the Writers from 
their intended Deſign, to vent their 
Paſſjon,. as it is too frequently ſeen, 
in expoſing, 2505 beſpattering Kacl 
other? 

To ſuch e had: this 
invincible Champion of the Church 


—_ wv .YX7 9% 


Tears together, in defending our 
Church and Religion, from their reſt- 
leſs Enemies of the Roman Commu- 
nion, who though they roſe up plen- 
tifully againſt him, as a common Ad- 
verſary, and whoſe: indefatigable Di- 
ligence, and intimate | Acquaintance 
with their own: Writers, and the Do- 
ctrines, Canons and Uſages of their 
Church, and the Arguments that have 
been urged in Abe behalf, as well 
as with the Ancient Chriſtian Fathers, 
ARG all ſorts af other. Authors, het 

C- 


„ 9 2 34 


1 


e 
oY 
2 
E 
f 
4 
„ 
* 


how much more for the Honout of the 
Controvertiſt, how much more Chti-; 


of Euglaud been employed for divers 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
deſervedly rendred him very formi- 
dable to them, and made it neceſſary 
for them to exert their utmoſt Fotes: 
yet did they find his fingle Pen to be 
more than an equal Match for _ 


great Numbers. His Cauſe being 
finitely- more defenſible than ein 


and his Strength and Skill in maintain- 


ing it having raiſed him far above the 
Level of the very beſt of thoſe who 
appeared againſt him, he could not 
fail of getting the Advantage over 
them. Which he did by ſuch Sub- 
ſtantial Proofs, and Demonſtration of 
the Unſoundneſs of their Quotations, 
Precariouſneſs of their Aſſertions, and 
other unfair Dealings in the Manage- 
ment of all their Diſputes, that he 
might now very well leave this 


ſort of Drudgery, and betake him- 
ſelf to his other more green ble Stu- 


dies. 

And ſo he bach beg un to do, but 
could not be long at reſt, for behold 
a third ſort of Adverſaries preſently 
attack him with all their might. For 


being appointed by his Right Reve- 


rend and Honourable Dioceſan to 
preach at Guild. hull Chappel, before 
the Lord Mayor, the Aldermen, 1 

an 


Py & 20 L= Ky = ky 5 


J 


fa, 228 


fi 
fo 


re 


3 for Fiety, of his Age aud Experience in 


lote Loris Biſhop of Worceſter. 


Band Serjeants the firſt Day of Ea fer 


Term, 1680, he choſe. to inſiſt upon 
thoſe words of St. Paul, Phil. 3. 16. 


Nevertheleſs whereto we have already 


attained, let us walk by the. ſame Nule, 
let us mind the ſame Things. The Oc- 
cafion of this Diſcourſe himſelf tells 
us, (Pref. to the Unreaſonableneſs of Se. 
paration,. p. xxxvi, &c.) was this. The 
Diſſenters growing loud in their 
groundleſs Clamours againſt the 
Church of England, as Popiſhly af- 
fected, and one of the Principal Lea- 
ders of them (Mr. Baxter) having 
publiſhed two pernicious Books, the 
one called, A Plea for Peace, but which, 
as he juſtly obſerves, far better de- 
ſerv'd the Title of 2 Plea for Diſorder 


and Separation; the other, The true 


and only way of Concord of -all Chri- 


ſtian Churches, but fraught with ſach 


impracticable Notions, and- dividing 
Prineiples, as though bis whole Deſign 
had been to prove, that there is no 
true way of Concord among Chriſti- 
ans: When I look'd into theſe Books, 
ſays he, and ſaw the Deſign of them, 1 
was mightily concerned, and infinitely 


ſurpris'd, that a Perſon of his Reputation 
Fe 
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tbe Morlil, and ſut hei Lover of Peliet 
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as he had \always'profefſed bingfel f, und 
one whavath rhoWorld ſo often of his Dy. 


ibi of Besse erb biber In | 
hiuil bias, which have bees fince followel 


by pur on five ore to the umb purpoſe, 


e tht che'\ſeemr-reſobon#\ ro leave buf 
Lit aud Sting together, in the Wounallf 


of: this Church, when even thoſe" who Pre: 


tend to plead for Peate and to brisg 4 
Mater to quench her Flamęr do bat ud 


more Fuel io them. Thus bioe the firſt 
occaſion to theſe. Tbongbir, which Pafters 


wards delivered in ny Sermn ; Fu fence” 
by the means of ſuch" Books,” the Zea off 
ſo many People was \turnedioff 22 the 
Papiſts ugrinſt our Church] T ſaw à plain 


neceſſity, that either we aut he run down 
by the tinpetuont Violende of an enrageh, 
but unprovoked\ Compuny of \Men, orỹ]¾/ 


mruſti de nture our ſelvet to try whethot 


we kuulcl flew that. Tide, which we fav 
coming upor ur, andi it falling tony 


Lot; to preach in the moſt publicb dudiz 


tory of the City, at amore tham nſual Ap- 
pearance, being the firſt Sunday in the 
LZerm, 4 conſidered. the Relation I ſtood 
in uniler aur Honoured Dioceſan, to tht 
Clergy:of the City, and therefore thought 

. | 2 


late Lord Biſhop of Wwe 


| elf nroro obliged to take abt ice of what 
f ay ſelf on thi Peuet and W el fired. = 
j2 Charches therein. * 'Vp om bee Con 
4Jonr thought fit to 4550 that Opin 
» Wrnrtty io lay bpen the Nut San — * 
nr , . Purgbleneſt und 

er Preſent” Srpura tion. He thought it 
„rener ic er Hor unſeaftnable to 
Uerſwade Pröteftanes to Peate ad II 
21 
4 
A 
ſ 
* 


| nr at ary kitne; eſpecially at ſuch 

Ame as is Wben "Things Were in 
5 cach h dangerous Fermientations! And 
Abe whole lift bfiflis Sermon was to 
„eigvade che Hiflenters (from the Efta- 
Sd” Chirct®) to quit their need> 
lefs' ard deſttuctive Separation, ſhe w- 
ing, that sccording to the Judgment 
„of divers even amongſt themſelves; 4 
Conformity? to Df Church's Worſhip 
washoturtawtal, and by conſequence 
their: Separation” muſt be ſinful and 
ik dangerous; '9nd/Wwhat they ought there- 


75 fore all to deſiſt from, as they would 


confult the Honour 6f God, and Re- 


„ great Deſigns of our other Enemies, 
4 and leave the Proteſtant Religion Eſta- 
> [liſhed bere to Poſterity. All which 
M Confidefations Toudly - called 1 

them 


7 ion, the Peace and Tranquility of 
Church, and would prevent the 


45 


_ The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
them, to follow the Apoſtles Adviceſſc 
in walking, ly the ſame Rule, and infſy 
minding the ſame. Things. This Sermon 
he entituled, The Miſchief. of Separats 
on, and printed it at the Requeſt o 
the Lord Mayor and Court f Aldermen, 
together with ſome. Addhions whict 
the Straits of Time would not per- 
mit: him to deliver from the Pulpit, 
In all which, be declares himſelf ſo 
far from intending ill to any one, that 
his only Deſign was to find out a Foun: 
dation for a: laſting Union among 
our ſelves. (Epiſt. Dedicat, to, th 
Lord Mayor) which, as he proceeds 
is impoſſible to be attained, till Men 
are convinced of the Evil and Dange 
of the preſent Separation ʒ it being cat 
ried on by ſuch Principles as would 
not only overthrow the preſent Con w 
ſtitution of our Church, but any o 
ther whatſoever. Yet! this kind and P 
ſeaſonable Admonition, though deli o 
vered with all the Gravity and Seri] it 
ouſneſs, Affection and Earneſtneſs, and] te 
all the perſwaſive Eloquence that ſa pi 
Important a Subject required, and way 2 
uſual with him in his Preaching, hadſ ir 
not its wiſh'd Effect, but was too fc 
coolly receiv'd by ſome, and violently ſe 
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lle Lord Biſhop of Morceſter. 
cel exclaim d againſt by others, who being 
unwilliog to return to the Church they 
had forſsken, and from whoſe Com- 
Imunion they abſented themſelves, ra- 


olf ther made it their Buſineſs to promote 


en and perpetuate our umhappy Diviſions. 
ich Which, made him complain in his 


er. Preface to the Dureaſomablereſ7 of 


pit. Separation, OD. 11.) of the ill Hſage 
nat World, that however it had been 
in maliciouſly ſuggeſted by ſome, and 
ung too eaſily believed by others, that 
the he was put upon the Work wittk a 
ds Deſign. ro enflatme our Differences, and 
en to raiſe a Perſecution againſt Diſſenting 
gel Proteſtants, he was ſo far from any 
ar thought tendiog that way, that, the 
ald only Motive he had to undertake it 
2nwas his juſt Apprehenſion, that the 
o Deſtruction of the Church, under a 
nd Pretence of Zea! againſt Popery, was 
eli one of the moſt likely ways to. bring 


riſit in. However ſeveral of the Diſſen- 


ndj ters, - and eſpecially thoſe three of 
{of principal Note amongſt their Leaders 
vas Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter and Mr. Al ſop, 
ad] inſtead of a thankful Acknowledgment 
oo] for his intended Kindneſs, ſet them- 


tly ſelves to write againſt him, and one | 
eX4 fig $ OL 
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of them in a very indecent manner. 
Which unſuitable Return of theirs had 
only this Effect, that it produced an 


admirable Viridieation of our Church, 
and its Communicn; entituled, T 5e Dy 


reaſonableneſs of Sepavittion.' Wherein 


is more largely ſhewn; the Weakneſs 
and Invalidity of all the Objections 
that ars brought by the. Diſſenters in 
behalf of their Divifion from, and 


Oppoſition to the Ohurch of Fxeliad. 


A laſting Vindication, and which it 
was to be hoped would give Satiſ- 
faction as to Communion” with our 


Church, not only to thoſe Ho lived || 


when it was written, or are yet alive, 
but even to late poſterity. en 

Near about this time that this Dif: 
pute began, a Conteſt! happening in 
the Houſe of Lords, concerning the 
Biſhops! Right of Voting in Capital 
Caſes, and one of that Illuſtrious 
Houſe (the Lord H. J having writen 
ex profefſo, againſt the Biſhops Right, 


our moſt Learned Dean (for ſo he 


had becn for ſome time) publiſhed 
an Anonymous Anſwer to his 1 ordſhip, 
which much furpriz'd the World upon 
a double account; for firſt, it was not 


eue that a Divine, and one who 
beſides 


ee 


O 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
beſides the Buſineſs of a great Pariſh, 
had been long engaged in Controverſies 
of Divinity, and had his Time thereby 
taken up in Writing many excellent 
Books in his own Profeſſion, ſhould 
| have been ſo perfectly well vers d in 
the Ancient Conſtitution and Uſages 
of Parliament, as well as the Common 
and Statute-Laws of the Land, as he 
here ſhewed himſelf to be. As neither 
ia the ſecond place, was it to be 
thought, he could have ſo dextrouſly 
changed his Style, which is naturally 
much larger and more copious, into 


was written in. Nor was it eaſie to 
Live two more remarkable Inſtances 
e of an Incomparable Genius, or which 
could ſhew how readily he could 
vary his manner of Expreſſion as Oc- 

caſion ſhould ſerve, and how clear an 

Infight he had into ſuch Parts of 
Learning, as ſeem'd to lye moſt out of 
his way. 

Nor mult I forbear to obſerve, that 
ſome few Years before this, whilſt 
he was ſo deeply engaged in his Diſ- 
putes with the Writers of the Roman 
Church, the Deiſts, who have ſince 


one ſo conciſe, and yet withall ſo 
Subſtantial and Argumentative as this 


D made 
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made ſo ſhameful a Progreſs in bid- 
ding the moſt „ though 
ſenſeleſs Defiance to Religion, begin- 
rjpgthen to ſhew themſelves. he puts 

forth, A. D. 41677, an Anonymous 

Treatiſe for their Conviction, called, 
A Letter: to &, Deiſt; written, as bim- 
(cIf profeſſcs,, for the Satisfaction of a 
Particular, Perſon, who: owned the 
Being and Providence of God, but ex- 


prefied a mean Eſteem of the Scrip- 


tures, and the Chriſtian Religion. Vet 
it was not this ſingle Perſon's Convi- 
tion alone that put him upon this 
uſeful Work, but the growing Infi⸗ 
delity of the Age, which he found 
beginning to call aloud; for an Effe- 
ual Remedy: Which, lays be in tlie 


following words, is become ſo common 


a Theme among the Steptigſs of this Age; 
that the Ant hor of the Diſcourſe thought 
it worth | IS Toe and Care, Fo confrder 


the Force of the Objedtions that were made 


againſt them, i. e. the Holy Scriptures, 
For (1 lencing of which he molt con- 
vincingly - proves the, Truth, of the 
Matters of: Fact related in the New Te 


launent, ſhe ws there is no ground off 
Suſpicion, concerning them, and that 


po Facts in the World: were ever bet— 
: 1 


4 
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lace Lord Biſbopof Worceſter. 
ter atteſted than theſe, and that they 
had aburidant! Evidence, not only 
Humane but Divine; as alſo that there 
cannot be a plainer pros of the O/4 
Teſtament than by the New, inaſmuch 
as if the Nem Teftament bil true, the 
014 muſt unqueſtionably be ſò too, as 
being moſt plainly and undeniably con- 
firmed by) it. Our 'Bleſted::r Saviour 
and his Appſtles : appehling 0: Moſes 
and the Prophuts on all occuſtons, and 
having mbreover left it ont Record, 
that Holy Men of Old did ſpeak: 35 
they were moved bythe: Holy Ghoſt; 
And in the Concluſion he i ahfwers 
ſuch Objections as werte offered to the 
| contrary, with the ſame Spirit, the 
ſame Judgment and Exactnèſs, which 


WW Writings. - -.. 0) GIL. . 

1 And now to give the Runen A spe- 
eimen of histhotaugh Inſight into ano- 
ether ſort of Learning, it will be fir to 
;, inſtance in his Elaborate and Judicious 
* Origines Britannice. W herein by com- 
cM paring the Writings of our. moſt. fa- 
. mous Hiftortans be rectiſies: their Mi- 
f MW fakes with fiich Accuracy and ſuch 
t Evidence; makes ſuch clear diſtinction 
. betwixt their Genuine and Spurious 
[| | » WII 


is ſo peculiarly obſervable 1 in his other 


- 
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Writings, their Faithful and Fabulous 
Accounts, and thereby ſets their Story 
in ſuch a Light, as to ſhew himſelf a 
perfect Maſter, not only of Divinity 
and Law, but of the niceſt Points of 
Hiſtory. The Defign he propos'd to 


himſelf herein. was to give as clear 8 


and diſtin&t a View of the State and 
Condition. of the Britiſh Churches, 


from their firſt Plantation to the Con- 


verſion of the Saxons, as could be had 
at ſo great a diſtance, and by ſuch a 
degree of Light as is leſt us concern. 


ing them, and to reſcue this part of MW 


Church-Hiſtory, of ſo much Concern- 
ment to us of this Church and Natt- 
on, from thoſe Fabulous Antiquities, 
which had ſo miſerably obſcur'd the 
Truth of it. | 

And no ſooner did this Excellent 


Book appear, but it ſhew'd it ſelf to 
be a moſt accompliſh'd Work, the Off- 


ſpring of great Care and Induſtry, in 
peruſing multitudes of Authors, whe- 
ther Printed or in MSS. of great ap- 


plication of Thought, in a diligent “ 


comparing one thing with another, 
and of great Knowledge and pro- 
found judgment, in ſeparating the 
Chaff trom the Wheat, diſcarding 


What 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


; Erroneous, and retaining and eſta- 
3 bliſhing what is genuine, authentick 
and well-grounded. In the Preface 
he applies himſelf to defend the ac- 


curately Learned, the Lord Biſhop of 
St. Aſaph's (now of Worceſter's) Hiſto- 
rical Account of the Ancient Church- 
Government in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and to convince us, that no fort 
of Learning came amiſs to him, he 
ſhewed himſelf perfectly well read both 
in the Iriſb and Scottiſh Hiſtorians, both 
Ancient and of latter Times, and that 
he throughly underſtood what Credit 
was to be given to either of them, 
Ewhich were to be depended upon, and 
vhich not. He begins the Book it 
Welt with obſerving a general Miſtake 
ounded upon a Paſſage of G:i/44s or- 
inarily miſunderſtood, and ſhews 
from hence how highly improba - 
le it is, that Joſeph of Arimathea 
ſhould have planted Chriſtianity in 
This Illand in the time of Tiberius 
Leſar, and that it was much rather 
brought hither by St. Paul ſome 
ears after. Where it thencefor - 
vard continued, as Tertullian and 
rigen teſtify, for their Time, and 
933 others 
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what is Spurious, correcting what is 
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others after them om Time to 
Time. . vo: 

Here. likewiſe. in an to: Ems: 
une] a Schelſtrget. he moſt ſtrenuouſſy 
and ja iciquſ]y allerts the + Rights of re 


# 644+ & «wad 


bo i dat * time ot the Council 
of Nice, to have had no Juriſdiction 
beyong a thę Suburbicary Churches 
Which were ſo: far from including the 
Meſtern Churches, and ours among 
the reſt, that they did not compre- 
hend the l royinces of Italy, properly 
ſo called. He obſerves likewiſe how 
Learning was propagated here, and 
what was the Ancient Service of the 
Britiſh Churches, and that when Gre 
gory the Great ſent Auguſtin the Monk] 
£2 ſettle the Britiſh Churches, he did 
not yet oblige: them to obſerve the 
Rules of that of Rome. And after af 
Compariſon of the Rowan, and other 
Offices, ke. draws this Canclufion in 
relation to our Own Church, for ever 
ſilencing an Obection raiſed, and 
ſomctimes loudly infiſied upon again 
it; Where it doth appear, that our 
Church of Haaland hath omitted none 
of thoſe- Oftices wherein the Ancient 
hurche, 


late Lord Biſhop'of Worceſter. 


Churches 5 and that where the 
Britiſh, or Gallican aud oman diffe- 
red, our Church hath. not fo lowed 
the Romqn, but the other; and there; 
fore our Diflenters' do nnreaſanably 
charge us with taking, our Offices 
frens the Church of Rowe. And. 
length he ends with a Relation 1 
St, Auguſtims coming hither, and i n- 
ducing the Britiſh Monks and others 
to come over to him, 'which mani- 
feſtly proves them to have owned | no 
dependency upon the Church or or POPC 
of Rome. 

This gives me occaſion to mention 
another Hiſtorical Tract, which though 
not publiſhed till after his Death may 
not be unfitly taken notice of in this 
Place, by reaſon of its Affinity with 
the foregoing, and that is his Diſcourſe 
of the Prue 2 Antiquity of London, and 
its State in the Roman. Times. Which 
he ſhews to have been firſt built by the 
Romans ; as alſo what State it was in 
during their ſtay here; and again, that 
St. Paul's Church was no Temple of 
Diana, as Mr. Cambden apprehends it 
to have been. But it was from the 
firſt a Cathedral Church erected by 
King Ethelbert. When he like viſe 

Da4 takes 
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takes occaſion to diſcourſe of Cathe. 
dral Churches, and moſt admirably 
and learnedly ſhews the Uſefulneſs of 
them in reſpe& to the Biſhop, (whoſe 
Council the Dean and Prebendaries 
are) for the greater Solemnity of Di- 
vine Worſhip, and in order to the 
further Propagation of Religion, A 
Treatiſe that is ofno great Length, but 
of much Reading and exquiſite Judg- 


ment, and wherein are interſperſed 


an unuſual Variety of excellent, inge- 


nious and uſeful, critical, etymological 
and topographical Obſervations, wor- 
thy of ſo celebrated an Author, and 


which the Curious Reader will find to 


be very diverting as well as inſtructing, 
and in both reſpe&s highly deſerving 
his diligent Peruſal. 

But to return, I maſt obſerve, that 
about the Time this learned and uſeful 
Work was publiſhed, a new unhappy 
Scene opened it ſelf. Popery began 
to threaten the Nation, and by the 
Influence of the Court, and the Encou- 
ragement it received from thence, to 
grow very open and high; and there- 
by called upon all ſuch as had any 
concern for our Church, and the Pre- 
ſervgtion of the true Reformed Relj- 

gion 
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gion among us, to exert their utmoſt 
Force in its behalf, as the only appa- 
rent Means under God, of ſecuring 


ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing to our Selves 


and our Poſterity. At this Seaſon a 
highly commendable Zeal ſhewed it 
ſelf all over the Nation; ſuch as had 
been thought to have little or no re- 
gard for Religion, now began to be 
awakened and to ſhew their Averſion 
to that Superſtition and Idolatry they 
| feared likely to break in upon us. 
But more eſpecially the Clergy gene- 
rally ſnew'd that they thought them- 
ſelves oblig d to fortifie both them- 
ſelves and their Pariſhioners with the 
| beſt Arguments they were able, But 
above all, the London Clergy were 
jaſtly honoured, and had a ſingular 
C Reverence paid them for their Cou- 
rage and Diligence in this remarkable 
Exigence, and their many Learned and 
Seaſonable Vindications of the Re- 
formed Religion eſtabliſhed in our 
Church. As they had not long before 
{publiſhed divers admirable ſhore Diſ- 
{courſes upon the ſeveral Points in 
E Diſpute betwixt us and our Diſſenting 
I Brethren : ſonow apprehending them- 
telyes in danger, from another Quar- 
ter, 
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ter, they made it their Buſineſs to 
guard "themſelves and their Neigh. 
bons aghinſt whatſoever Attempt; 
might be made upon them from 
thence :“ They/preach'd and diſputed 
againſt Popery, and pray'd againſt a 
return of it, and they were much 
eſteem' d and re verenc'd for their ma- 
ny Learned and Judicions Writings, 
diſcovering the falſe Doctrines, and 
corrupt Practices of the Romiſb Church; 
ſuch as in a little time effectually 
baffled their acuteſt Adverſaries, and 
which will remain a laſting Coffu- 
tation of all the ſtrenuous Endeavours 
of its Apologiſti for its Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment among uss 
and we Maybe ſore the moſt wor. 
thy Dean of St. Paul's would not be 
backward to give his Aſliſtance to ſo 
ood and ſeaſonable a Work. Indeed 
de moſt readily and frequently enter'd 
the Liſts in Defence of that Church, 
of which he often had formerly ſhewnſſ 
himſelf ſo ſucceſsful a Champion. And 
beſides his own Labours, he encou - 
raged and adviſed his Brethren of the 
Londos Clergy in theirs,” for this ne- 
ceffary,, Work. He had the greater 
Influence by his general Converſation 
FW - With, 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


with, and Kindneſs for them 3 and as 
Dean of St. Paul's, he had many Li- 


vings in the City, which were very 


worthily beſtowed. Thoſe great Pa. 


trons of the Church too, the Lord 


| Chancellour No tingbam, and the pre- 


ſent Lord Biſhop of London, who had 
greater Opportunities, were pleas d to 
joyn with him in the Reſolution 
ot filling all Livings within their Pow- 
er, with the ableſt and fitteſt Incum- 
bents. 1 „ kit bib ot ent 
Upon the much lamented Death of 
King Charles the Second, a Death that 


| was then apprehended to threaten 
great Calamities to the Church of Eu- 


gland, and was ſoon found by ſad 
Experience to have been of dreadful 
Conſequence to it: Upon the Death 


of this King, two Papers in behalf of 


the Roxmiſh Faith and Church, being 
found in his Majeſty's Strong Box, 
ſaid to be written in his own Hand, 
and being preſently made publick, to- 
gether with another written by the 
late Dutcheſs of York ; and à great 
Noiſe. being made about them, and 
great uſe made of them, in order to 
the gaining Proſelytes to the Church 
of Rowe, it was neceſlary ſome Care 

| ſhould 
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ſhould be taken to detect the Invalidity 
and Weakneſs of them. This there. 
fore the Reverend Dean undertook 
and performed with all Decency and 
due Reſpect to the Auguſt Names they 
bare, and yet with his wonted ſtrength IM « 
of Argument, and all that force of WW» 
Reaſon which was requiſite for ſet- M, 


ting them in a true light, and preven- WW x 
ting the ill Effe&s that might other- 


wiſe have been feared from them : 
This he did in a particular Anſwer to 
each of them, and again in a Vindi- IM, 


fence of them. His Anſwer was Pa- 
ragraph by Paragraph; and fo he left % 
no part of them without a due Con- 
ſideration; and in treating of the firſt 
of them, he proves, not only that Þ 
the Roman Church is not the one only | 
Catholick Church of Chriſt, but that 
they themſelves do not in truth believe 
it ro be ſo. His Proof is ſhort, though 
very cogent, and I {hall therefore take 
the Liberty here to recite it in his 
own Words, p. 3. It is agreed among 
all Chriſtians, that Chriſt can have but 
on: Church upon Harth, as there ir but 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm: and 
this it the Church we profeſs to believe 

in 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


in theſe two Creeds. But if thoſe, who 


I 3:terded the Roman Catholick Church, 
| why was it not ſo expreſs d © How came 
to paſs that ſuch a Limitation of the 
| WW Senſe of Chriſt's Catholic Church to the 
Roman ſhould never be put to Perſons to 
be baptized in any Age of the Church? 
For I do not find in the Office of Bap- 
tiſm, even in the Roman Church, that 
it is required that they believe the Ro- 
man Catholick Church, or that they deny 
the Validity of Baptiſm out of the Com- 
nunion of the Roman Church, From 
whence it is to me as viſible,” as that 
Wthe S:ripture it in Print, that the Church 
of Rome it ſelf doth not believe that it 
Lis the one Catholick Church mentioned in 
rhe two Creed. For then it muſt void 
all Baptiſm out of its Communion, which 
Lit hath never yet done. He proceeds, 
what as long as Baptiſm doth enter Perſons 
into the Catholick Church, it is impoſſible, 
that all who have the true form of Bap- 
iſm, though out of the Communion of the 


he Catholick Church, and yet the Com- 
won of the Roman and Catholick 


urch, be the Catholic and Apoſtolick 
| Churth 


hn ener % ͥͤͥö³000 0 En EE on ðW- ] kx a A es Fn a 


made thoſe Creeds for our Direction, had 


Roman Church, ſhould be Members of 


e all one, as it muſt be if the Roman 
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Church profeſſed. in the Creed. His 
whole Diſcourſe is anſwerable to 
this; but however I thought it not 
amiſs to recite this becauſe it is ſo brief, 
and yet ſo full a Reply to the Roma. 
niſto chief Pretence, which they argue 
upon all occaſions, and with all the 
Aſſurance that maybe, thongh in 
truth without any ground for it, ei 
ther in Seripture, nee or Rew 
ſon :. 
Near about the lame time add 
theſe Papers appear'd an Artful. Piece, 
and ſubtilly enough accommodated. to 
the Capacity ot the Populace, and all 
ſuch wh did not well underſtand the 
feverak Points in debate betwixt the 
Church of England, and the Church 
of Rome, entituled, A .Papiſt Miſre- Nu 
preſented: and Repreſented, written in 
two Columes, the one pretending, to 
give an account of the Rowifh Reli: In 
gion in ſuch Terms as Proteſtants are 
wont to deſcribe it in, but more groß 
than any Proteſtant of tolerable Un- 
derftabdibz would venture to uſe inet 
it. The other containing ſuch a Re- 
profentation as they upon occaſion ate 
wont t give of themſelves, and thei! 
Worſhip and Doctrines, though diffe- 

5 ren! 
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rent enough in many Particulars from 
what their Councils and Catedhiſm. 
their Publick Offices of Devotion, their 
moſt celebrated Writers, and their 
no Fractiſes teſti e of thema : This 
Book, thus miſchievouſly contrivd; 
needed therefore Ao much the more 
ccurate Auſwerz WHGHCreby to ſet in a 
true light both. theſeUiſtorted and un- 
equal Characters. Fhis therefore our 
great Dean took undet his Congdera- 
tion, and fully expoſed its Sophiſtry, 
by giving an exact State of the Diffe- 
rence between us and the | Ropmnijhe; 
all Wand ſhewing, that when all the faireſt 
he Allow ances that can ibe, are mide, 


he there yet remain faveratinfuperable 


ch MDithculties' which render our Union 
re- with them impeſſible, — 
in aht upon their preſent Demands. A 

to Reply gruly — of its Mt hour. 


lind Which, though it could att 


are! lence its clamorons and avertornward 
olsWAdverſaries, - yet gave 2 great» IO 
In- Ito their Cauſe ; there being no wore 
ing face ee to arm People againſt the 
Ne. nſinnations of Popery, thanra full, 
arofWcicar, ; and atithgntiek Repreſcmatibn 
ciboch, of its Principles and Practices: 
ffe· Which whoſoever- throvghly! under- 
en ſtands, 
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ſtands, muſt be either wilfully blind, 
or at leaſt groſly prejudiced, if he doe 
not diſcover an irreconcileable Diffe. 
rence between thoſe, and the Do. 
ctrines and Precepts of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. | | 
Soon after this former Tract came 
forth a Dialogue between a New Catholic 
Convert, and a Proteſtant, concerning 
the Doctrines of the Trinity and Tran. 
ſubſtantiation. For ſo bent were the 
Romaniſis upon purſuing their own In- 
tereſt by all Methods whatſoever, that 


they would chooſe rather (as they 


have too frequently done ſince) to 
undermine the Trinity and other fun- 


damental Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
than yield themſelves baffled, when all 


nnbiaſsd Readers could not but ſee 
they were ſo to a great degree. But 
this Wicked and Antichriſtian Pam. 
phlet was in a little time worthily 


chaſtiſed by this great Man, in a new 
Dialogue between a Proteſtant and iff 
Papiſt, conſiſting of two Parts; the foi. 
mer of which being levell'd again 


their unaccountable Doctrine of Trarn- 
ſubſtantiation, is chiefly ſpent ii 


ſhewing that this late Article of the 


Romiſh Faith is contrary to the conſtant 


Be- 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter: 

Belicf of the Ancient Church, not one 
of whoſe Members ever taught it for 
many Ages together: As is here fully 
proved in Contradiction to the vain 
Pretences of the Authors of Conſenſus 
Veternm, and Nubes Jeſtium. In the 
other it is clearly made out, that 
though our Saviour s words, This i- 
my Body, were ſpoken figuratively, yet 
what is ſaid of our Lord's Divinity, 
is not to be ſo underſtood, but in the 
plain and literal Senſe of the Words, 
becauſe otherwiſe Divine Worſhig 


could not be due to him, as both 


Proteſtants and Papiſts own that the 


Scripture expreſly teaches it to be: 


Here alſo our Saviour's Divinity is 
proved, by brief but ſolid and ſubs 
ſtantial Arguments; as is likewiſe the 


Trinity in Unity. And on the other 


hand, the Article of Tranſabſtanti- 
ation is evidenced to be not only un- 


ſcriptural but groſly and (hamefully 


unreaſonable and full of Contradict:- 


Jons, and by conſequence, that thee 


is no manner of ground for a Paraliet 


an. between theſe two Doctrines; the one 


being a truly Catholick Apoſtolick Ve- 
rity, and a neceflaty Article of Faith, 


and as ſuch plainly taught in Scripture; 


the 
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the other a late Novel Invention, and 
which is neither to be ſupported by 


Scripture nor Reaſon. 


Here one would have thought this i 


great Champion for the Faith, had 
very competently perform'd his part 
in its defence: But now behold a new 
Encounter. That he might be ſure 
not to want an Opportunity of exetr- 
ciſing both his Learning and his Pati. 
ence, he is engaged in another man- 
ner. For he 1s preſently called to a 
Verbal Conference, concerning the In. 


fellibility of the Church of Rome in fol. 


lowing the univerſal Teſtimony of al 


i Traditionary Chriſtians 3 for the Satis. 
faction of Mr. T. ſolicited to go over 
tothe Roman Communion, who (as Mr. 
M. affirm'd) had already promis d to; 


do it, unleſs Dr. Stillinefleet was able 


to ſhew, that Proteſtants have a ground 


of abſolute Certainty for their Faith. 
And as we may eaſily believe he would 
not, ſo he did not decline ſo fair an 


occaſion of ſhewing how ſadly weak 


and precarious their Faith is, who 


found it only upon the certainty of 
Oral Tradition. His Adverſary's Argu- 


ment was, That all Traditionary Chri- 
flians, that is, all Biſhops, all Fe | 
0 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
all Fathers, and all People following 
this Rule (namely of Oral Tradition ) 
and receiving Faith becauſe it was re- 


ceived the day before, could not inno- 
vate in Faith, unleſs they could all either 


forget what they receiv'd the day before, 


or out of Malice change it ; therefore be- 


auſe no Cauſe can be aſſigned of ſuch an 
Effect, they cannot innovate. Which 


"Plea he abundantly confuted by a ma- 


niteſt Inſtance of the contrary, which 


his Adverfary could not know how to 
get over, namely, of the Greek Church, 


. which followed Tradition from Fa- 


ther to Son; and yet, ſays the Dean, 
on charge it with Errors in Matters of 


Faith; ſo that a Church following Tra- 


dition may err in Matters of Faith, 
He has himſelf given us a ſhort Ac- 
count of this Diſpute, whereby it ap- 
C pears, not only that he confirmed the 


Gentleman for whoſe fake it was un- 


dertaken, but alfo ſo fully anſwered 


all the Pretences of Mr. G. that Mode- 


ſty and Prudence ought to have di- 
rected him, for his own ſake, to have 
forborn his vain Boaſts of his Perfor- 
mance upon this Occaſion, And when 
upon Mr. G's diſappearing Mr. M. Be- 
Jean to eſpouſe his Cauſe, he ſoon 
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met with ſo juſt a Reproof that put 
an end to his Attempts, and this Con- 
troverſie together. 

Till at length 7. S. thought fit to 
ſtep forth with his Catholic [ etters, 
declaring in a very peculiar manner, 


that he had accepted a Commiſſion 


from Mr. G. to hold his Cards, whillt 
he was not in Circumſtances to play 
out his Game himſelf, One would 
think a Man that makes no more of 
the weightieſt Matters ot Faith and 
Salvation, than as it were a Gaine at 
Cards, ſhould not be like to ſay much 
to the purpoſe. And to ſhew that he 
didnot, the Learned Dean in a Trea- 
riſe, ty! d, A Diſcourſe con erning th: 
Noi ure and Gronnds of the Certainty of 

Faith, ſufficiently expoſes his confident 
way ol Writing, and ſhews the Weak- 
neſs of his Arguments, and the Fal- 
tity of his Allertions, together with 
his egregious Inſincerity, in publiſhing 
here for Truth, what he durſt not un— 
dertake to maintain as ſuch at Rome 
and Doway ; but on the contrary pro- 
teſs'd it to be deſtructive of Faith, and 
Heretical, and that he never had tauglit 
any ſuch Doctrine, nor was it poſſible 
he ſhould, Thus as to J. S. himſelf; 


But 


ale Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 

at beſides this, he proves againſt his 
Objections to the contrary, that Pro- 
teltants have ſolid ground of certain- 
ty of their Faith, and that all J. S's 
Arguments hold as evidently againſt 
the certainty ot Arithmetick, as of the 
Scriptures : inaſmuch as if the one be 
liable to be miſinterpreted by thoſe 
who do not duly attend to its Do- 
ctrine, ſo is the other to be miſap- 
ply'd by thoſe who do not rightly 
attend to its Directions. The truth 
is, they both oftentimes are wronged, 
in the Application, but this does, 


not prove either of them to be uncer- 


tain in its ſelf, or not a ſure Rule to 
thoſe who uſe itaright. And beyond 


| this, he obſerves farther, that Mr. S's. 
| Method would overthrow the poſtt- 


bility of any Rule of Faith whatſo- 
ever; and for this plain Reaſon, be- 


| ciuſe none can be aſſigned, which it 
is not poſſible for Men to miſippre- 


hend and to miſtake about. As like- 


| wiſe that 7. S's certain Authority of 
| Tradition is not only liable to the 


like Abuſe, but is moreover built up- 


on 2 very uncertain and: ſandy Foun- 


dation. 
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In this Diſcourſe, p. 23. he pro- 
feſſes a deſign of proving, that no 
Catholick Tradition can be produced 
againſt us, in any one Point of the 
Additional Creed of Pope Pius the 
IVth. of which he would ſuddenly 
publiſh the firſt Part. And again in 
the Concluſion, having fully confuted 
7. $'s pretended Demonſtration of the 
Infallibility of Oral and Practical Tra- 
dition, and having thereupon occaſion 
to mention the Council of Trent, and 


its Pretences to a conſtant uninter- 


rupted Tradition for its new Articles 
of Faith, he refers himſelf, for An- 
ſwer to thoſe Pretences, to what he 
was deſigning to publiſh particularly in 


relation to that Council. It is great 


pity he never finiſh'd what he thus 
intended. But the firſt part of it was 
ſoon made publick under this Title, 
The Council of Trent examined and 
diſproved by Catholick Tradition, &c. 
And he makes it very plain in relation. 
to ſeveral of the Points determined by 
that Council, particularly as to On- 
written Traditions, the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, the free uſe of the Scriptures in 
Vi ulgar Language, the Merit of Good 


Works, the Number of Sacraments, and 


Aupis 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


Auricular | Confeſſion, not only that they 
had no Univerſal Tradition for their 


Doctrine and Practice, in relation to 


each of theſe, but alſo by what Steps 
and Degrees, and upon what Occa- 
ſions their Corruptions herein were 
brought in amongſt them. And had 
he gone on as he firſt propoſed, to 
take its remaining Deciſions to task, 
and given the ſame account of them 


likewiſe, it might perhaps have given 
the Romaniſts a greater Blow, than 


moſt other Books that have been writ- 
ten againſt then, | BEAD 

Here he was in his own Sphere, 
and wrote as a moſt Learned and Ju- 
dicious Divine, and a true Son of, 


- 
< 


and Advocate for the excellent Church 
in which he bore ſo great a Char 


cer. But I have already obſerve 


| 7 


that he did not confine himſelf to 
theſe Studies, in which he had done 


ſach eminent Service in many reſpects, 


but when he ſaw it neceſſary, would 


turn himſelf to other very different 
Subjects, but always with admirable 
Succeſs, and ſuch Accuracy in each 


Performance, as if he had chiefly, it 


not ſolely, apply'd himſelf to that ſort 
of Learning. Some highly valuable 
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Inſtances of this 1 have: Already men- 
tioned, and muſt now. take notice of 
ſome others. 015 | 
In the Second part oof his E:clefia 2 
flical Caſes are, two Diſcourſes, the two 
firſt in order, of which the one had 
never been publ iſhed — 2 the other 
was only Reprinted with ſome En- 
largements, having been firſt (et forth 
in the Year MDCLXXXIX. - 
I. the former of theſe, he ſtrenu- 
ouſly vindicates the Ecclefiaſtical Laws 
pf our Land, ſhews, that the Biſhops 
in iſſuing Proceſſes in their own Names, 
do no more. eneroach upon the Prero- 
gatives of the Crown, than all Lords 
of Mannors do in holding, Courts in 
their Names, nor any more than they 


Are warranted. to do by Law. He ob- 
Merves likewiſe, that our Law admits 
of no Foreign Eccleſi aſtical Juriſdicti- 
on, andi yet eaſily lets us ſee withall, 
how ne thoſe; argue, who pro- 
ceed upon a Suppoſition, that it is a 
Fundamental Right of this Nation, to 
have. luch a Common Law; as totally 
excludes. the Eccleſi altical z inaſmuch 
as in all the Collections of the Com- 
mon Laws, the Church's Rights and 
Abet and; the. Eccleſ aſtical Juriſ- 
i diction, 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


dition, are eſpecially provided for. 
Beſides, that the Eccleſiaſtical Laws 


ſtand on the ſame: Bottom with other 


Parts of the Common Law of England, 
that is to ſay, à conſtant and i immemo- 
rial Cuſtom. 

The other of theſe Treatiſes:1 was 
look d upon, at its firſt Publication, as 
very compleat in its kind; but was 
now enlarged with very valuable Ad- 
ditions occaſioned by ſome Diſcourſes 
a little before publiſhed, both for and 
againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion 
and the Diſpenſing Power; the moſt 
material Inſtances of which hethought 
requiſite to take into his Conſiderati- 
on: The Subject of it is, The Eccleſa- 
ſtical Juriſdiction with reßßelf to the 
Legal Supremacy; and it was occafi- 
oned by King James erecting a High 
Commiſſion Court to cenſure and pu- 
niſh ſuch as refuſed. to ſubmit. to his 
Diſpenſing Power, and to publiſh in 


their reſpective. Churches his Decla- 


ration for Liberty of Conſcience. And 
himſelf tells us, it was written, when 
the Author of it was ſummoned to 
appear before this Commiſſion, and 
was in continual. Expectation of un- 
dergoing its Cenſure, for not comply- 


ing 
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ing with the Orders of it. This put 
him upon an enquiry into the 


Grounds on which it ſtood; and ha- 
ving made the Enquiry, he clearly 
ſtates the King's Supremacy, and ſhews 
wherein it conſiſted, and what was 
the Extent of it; and pleads with great 
ſtrength of Reaſon, and plenty of Au- 
thorities, whether Parliamentary or 
of Particular Perſons of our own Na- 
tion and Foreigners, againſt ſuch a 
Diſpenſing Power as was then claim d 
and ſo earneſtly contended for, and 
ſhews how inconſiſtent it 1s with the 
Frame of our Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment. Theſe two Pieces are of 
the ſame Thread with that famous 
Tract, which immediately follows in 
the Collection, but which having been 
written long before them, has been 
already taken notice of; The' grand 
Queſtion concerning the FuriſdiF1on of 
the Biſhops in Capital Caſes. Which 
was a noble Inſtance of his intimate 
Acquaintance with both our Common 
and Statute-Laws, and which ſhewed 
him abundantly qualified for ſuch an 
Undertaking as this. 2 

The latter of theſe two Diſcourſes, 
as J have obſerved, was * by 
ing 
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King James's Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion. 
But in a little time the ſtate of Affairs 


was ſo changed here, that that fell of 


it ſelf, and needed no more to be ſaid 
concerning it. But ſoon after a new 
Commiſſion of a very different Nature 


was iſſued forth by. King William, not 

only to the Biſhops, but divers others 
of the more Learned and Eminent 
Divines; who accordingly met to- 


gether in the Jeruſalem Chamber at 
Weſtminſter to review the Liturgy, and 
to try what Improvement might be 
made in it, and ſo were to have 
prepared a new Draught of it, againſt 
the next Seſſion of the Convocation, 
And the Dean of St. Paul's muſt needs, 
to general Satisfaction, be named a 
Member of it, and he not only ap- 
peared as ſuch ſo long as his Health 
enabled him, but made a principal Fi- 


of fgure amongſt them, and ſhewed a fin- 


ich 
ate 
On 
ved 
an 


ſes, 
by 
ing 


gular Wiſdom and Judgment in the 


whole Deſign and Management of it. 
And I very well remember, that one of 
great Note amongſt them made heavy 
Complaint of his being ſeiz d by a Fit 


of the Gout in the midſt of their Bu- 


ſineſs, declaring the great want they 


had of his Preſence and Aſſiſtance in 
4 their 
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their Debates; and the Directions they || 


were / deſirous to have received from 


him. 7 214+ - 3 
And now I * 8 off calling 


him Mr. Dean, and give him a higher 
Title: But before L do fo, I would 
take notice, that during his being in 
that; Station, be had both in King 
Charles's Reign, and again in King 
James s, been, bytbe; joynt Suffrage of 
the Lower Houſe of Convocation, for 


a long time together, choſen their 
Prolocutor. A Promotion they alf 


look di upon as juſtly due to bis fin: 
gular Abilities, for the diſcharge of it 
by reaſon of his profound and exten. 


1 


five Learning, his. depth of Judgment. 


His, skilfulneſs in managing Debates] 
his quickneſs of Reply upon whatſo. 
ever Occaſion, his great Prudence, his 
Gravity ot Deportment, his Candorfl 
and .. Iogenuity, - or whatever might 
qualiſie him for that eminent Station, 
And he could not have failed to an. 
ſwer their Expectation, and adorn the 


f 
( 


Chair wherein they had placed bimy 


in an unwonted manner, had it noi 


been for want of Buſineſs to be. tran: 
lated. among them, and ſo of an Op: 
Portunity to cxert himſelf. Nor is 
1 pro 
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I probable that this Reſpe& would 
ever have ceaſed to be paid him, fo 
long as he was in a Capacity to re- 
ceive it: Such was the Regard all had 
for his great Worth!" and ſuch the De- 
ference every one was ready to pay 


him. 


Bur now at length in the Year 


MDCLXXXIX. he was advanc'd to 
an higher Station in the Church, to 
the great Joy of its ſincere and duti- 
f1i Sons, and who unfeignedly deſire 
its Welfare, For the Biſhoprick of 
Iorceſter becoming vacant by the 
Death of the Learned and Pious Dr. 


ates, Thomas, formerly Biſhop of St. Da- 
o %s, and thence tranſlated to that 
- higPioceſs, the Dean of St. Paul's was 
Idoilpreſently pitch'd upon to ſucceed him 
ight in that Sce; whereto he was Conſe- 
tionlerated by the Right Reverend Father 
anlin God, Dr. Henry Compton, the pre- 
i thelent Lord Biſhop of Zondon, aſſiſted 
him, by the Right Reverend William Lord 
nolPiſhop of St. Aſaph, and Thomas Lord 
ran. Pihop of Rocheſter, in his Lordſhip's 
_ UZober, at the ſame time that the Re- 
erend Dr. Simon Patrick, Dean of Pe- 
erboroug b, was Conſecrated Biſhop = 

| Chi- 


* 
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happel at Fulbam, the 13th day of 
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The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
Chicheſter, and Dr. Gilbert Ironſide, 
Warden of Wadham College in Oxon, | 
Biſhop of Briſtol. ; 

But this his ſo well deſerved Pro- 
motion did not put a ſtop to his in- 
defatigable Induſtry for the good of 
others: It only gave him occaſion to 
turn his Thoughts to ſome other Sub- 
jects he had not treated on before, as 
it likewiſe encouraged him to proceed 
farther in thoſe he had. For as long 
as God allowd him Lite and Health, 
he would by no means be taken off 
from his laudable Defign of laying 
out his Time and Abilities for the 
Benefit not only of the Age in which 
heliv d, but of thoſe that ſhould come 
after, | 
To this end he again enter'd the 
Liſts with his former Adverſaries the 
Socinians, who having begun to diſ- 
perſe their pernicious Pamphlets and 
other Treatiſes in order to pervert 
the leſs underſtanding and leſs wary 
Readers, into whoſe Hands they might 
come; he now thought it neceſſary 
to caution Perſons againſt them. This 
he did in a Sermon preach'd at the 
Tueſday Lecture at St. Lawrence-Jewry, 
on theſe words, This is a faithful ſay- 

| ing, 
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ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the World to ſave 


| Sinners of which I am chief; 1 Tim. 1. 


15, Where he makes out our Salva- 
tion by Chriſt the eternal Son of God's 
aſſuming our Nature and ſuffering in 
our ſtead, in order to the reconciling 
God to us, and making a Propitiation 


for our Sins, to be both far more a- 


greeable to Scripture, than the Soci- 
nian Expoſition of this Doctrine, and 


far more beneficial and comfortable to 


Mankind, as having a much greater 
tendency to raiſe our Eſteem and Love 
of our Redeemer, to beget in us a 
hatred of Sin, and ſtrengthen our 
hope of Salvation by Chriſt. And 
whereas the Socinians are wont to de- 
cry the Myſteries of Faith, and ſevere- 


ly to condemn our Interpretation of 


Scripture, and our Principles ot Reli- 
gion; upon this account, he effectual- 
ly anſwers this Objection, by proving, 
that God may lawfully require of us 
in general the Belief of what we can- 
not comprehend, that after what man- 
ner ſoever the Method of Salvation 
by Chriſt be explained, there will be 
ſomething of that Nature found in it, 
ſo that thoſe who reje& the Myſteries 

ot 
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of our Faith, run into greater Diff. 


culties than thoſs who aſſert them; 


and again, that no more is required 
as a neceſſary Article of Faith, than 
what is plainly and clearly revealed 

and by conſequence, that there is no 
Contradiction between the Dictates of 
Reaſon,” and the Holy Scripture, but 
an honeſt Chriſtian may firmly aſſent 
to and profeſs all the Doctrines of 
his Religion, and eſpecially thoſe that 
are neceſſary to Salvation, more par- 
ticularly thoſe: relating to our Savi- 
our's Incarnation, and our Salvation 
by his Merits and Mediation, without 
renouncing his Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding, or putting any forced unna- 
tural Senſe upon the Dottrines of the 
Goſpel, whilſt on the other hand the 
Socinian Interpretation is liable to di- 
vers inextricable Difficulties and Ab- 
ſurdities. 

This touch'd theſe conceited Pre- 
tenders to Reaſon fo nearly that a Re- 
ply was thought neceſſary, though it 
was a conſiderable time, (about three 
Years) before they ventur d to ap- 
pear in Print againſt it. But in the 
Year 1694, out came a Pamphlet with 


the Title of Conſiderations and Expli. 


cation! 


Ik. + way, a os —_ wv OR I WE 2 


SS 8 


2 


S 2 


late Lord Biſhop of Worctſter. 
rations. of the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
&c. where the firſt Attempt was upon 
the Biſnop of Worceſter's Sermon, as 
what they found preſs d hardeſt upoti 
them. And here they do him the ju- 
ſtice to own his fingular Talents, and 
Knowledge, and ' Underſtanding, and 


Skill in Polemical, no leſs than Pra- 


ical Divinity, inſomuch that &i Per- 


gama dextra, had the Cauſe been de- 
fenſible, it could not have wiſh'd for 
a more accompliſh'd Advocate againſt 
them. They call him the Great Prelate, 
and allow him to have all the Properties 
for which an Adverſary may be either 


fear d or reverenc d, to have underſtood 


perfectly the Doctrine of the Church, and 


the Points in queſtion; to be one that 
world commit no Overſight through Ig- 
norance, Haſt or Inadvertency s but 
would nom how to take and manage a 


Advantages, and that he was too Eæpe- 


rienced and TJadicious to hazard his 
Cauſe, on the Succeſs of an balf-thought 
Hypotheſis, a crude Invention; or prei 
nem Querb. But withall, they fet thems 
ſelves to pick all the holes they could 
poſſibly in his Sermon, as alſo in ſome 
other Sermons and Diſcourſes refle- 
&ted upon in the ſame Trad: 7 
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To this Attack of theirs he did not 
preſently-rejoyn ; but yet he did not in 
the leaſt give over the Cauſe, but when 
either his own Occaſions, or his Health 
allow'd him better Leiſure for it, or 
for whatſoever Reaſon he thought it 
more convenient, in the Year 1697, 
he reprinted his former Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt Crelliu, concerning the DoFrine 
of Chriſt's Satis faction, together with 
his forementioned Sermon, and a long 
Preface concerning the true State of the 


Year: he publiſhed likewiſe another 
Diſcourſe, in Vindication of the Do- 
Frine of the Trinity, with an Anfwer to 

inian Ohjectiont againſt it. - 
In the Preface to the former of theſe 
he” obſerves how the Socinians have 
ſhifted their Doctrines and alter d their 
Catechiſm in this Point, and have en- 
eavour'd to render the Difference be- 
en us and themſelves, of much leſs 
weight than indeed they are, juſt as 
the Rowaniſfts do in our Diſputes with 
them; and makes it apparent, that 
whatever they pretend, they in truth 5% 
own no ſuch thing as the Death” ofÞ,;, 
Chrift being an Expiatory Sacrifice for Ih 
the Sins of Mankind, the Deſign 1 bo 

. the 


* 
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t Ie Book it ſelf, I have already noted 
1 Bn its proper place, and ſo ſhall ſay 
| Fothing more of it here. 

: In the Preface to the other, he ſets 


bich he tells us was this: That in 
he Hocinian Tract pretended to be an 
\n{wer to his Sermon, he had met 
ith this bold Aſſertion, to give it no 
arder a Name, That he had utterly 
iſtaken in thinking that. they deny 
he Articles of the new Creed, or 4- 
banaſian Religion, becauſe they are 
yſteries, or becauſe, ſay they, we 
lo not comprehend them: we deny 
hem, becauſe we do comprehend 
hem, we have a clear and diſtin& 
perception that they are not Myſte- 
© ies, but Contradictions, Impoſſiblities 
ir nd pure Nonſenſe. Which words, ſays 
he Biſhop, contain in them ſo ſpite- 
, ſo unjuſt, and unreaſonable a Charge 
pon the Chriſtian Church in general, 
nd our own in particular, that I could 
ot but think my ſelf cancerned, eſpeci- 


(s 
15 
h 
it 
h 
if 
} 


hat in me lay, (as ſoon as my uncertain 
ate of Health would permit) towards 


le 


7 
th: Athanaſian Religion, as they call 
F 2 it ; 


Jown the Cauſe of his writing it, 


iy fence they are addreſſed to me to do 


be clearing the fundamental Myſtery of 


1 
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it has been generally receiv'd in the 
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: 5 the Doctrine of the Trinity whicl 
is 1% ftruck at by them. And ach rit 


cordingly in this Pfeface he makes i tra 
His Buſineſs to expoſe their Procee wi 


dings, in dividing us all either iniq 21. 
Nominal or Real Trinitdrians, the forf an 
mer of theſe they charge with Sabellid of 
iſm, and tlie latter with Tritheiſn{ me 
and ſhews how unjuſtly they miſrepre dif 
ſent, and how unfairly they treat thoſg] 27 
whom they rank under each of the De #7 


nominations; obſerving withall, hoi fer 


ready they are to ſtrike in with the Dil ſer 
ifts, to complement and cajole then on 
and with them to reſolve all into Rea] the 
ſon, and prefer Natural before Re tat 
veal'd Religion, and ſpeak more fal Di 
vourably of the Mahometans, Jenſ tio 
and Tartars, than of ſuch as believe Gr 
the truly Chriſtian Dodtrines of thi ou 
Trinity and Incarnation, He tha be 
would fee more of their Behaviour inf li. 


this reſpe&, may find a full Accoun in 


ot it in a Book publiſhed long ſince thig ſw 


Bſhop's Death, entituled, D'ſertation 
Hiſtoriques for divers Sujed#«, T. I. 

In the Book he applies himſelf tc 
maintain the Doctrine of the Trinity, a 


Chriſtian Church, and 1sexpreſsd | 


the 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 


the Athanafian Creed, from thoſe hor- 


< rible Imputations of Nonſenſe, Con- 
trad iction and Impoſſibility , with 
e which thoſe that call themſelves V- 
td 2itariars; do ſo confidently charge it, 
and proves, ' that the moſt conſiderable 
of the Ancient Chriſtians were by no 
means of their Party. He conſiders 
< diſtinctly and very nicely. the Socini- 
ant Charge of Contradiftion in the Do- 
edArine of the Trinity, and clearly de- 


ſcurrilous and blaſphemous Reflecti- 
ons upon it, and deſervedly expoſes 
their forc'd and unreaſonable Interpre- 
tations of Scripture as to our Saviour's 
Divinity, and möre eſpecially in rela- 
tion to the firſt Chapter of St. John's 
v4 Goſpel, and moſt learnedly and judici- 
14 ouſly proves the Unitarian Doctrine to 
be contrary to the Belief of the Catho- 
lick Church from the Beginning; and 
in the laſt place moſt convincingly. an- 
wers thoſe Objections in point of Rea- 
ſon, which they ſo much value them- 
ſelves upon. After wards in a Poſtſcript 
of he takes notice of a Socinian Pamphlet, 
which in a very abuſive manner reflects 
upon this moſt excellent Vindication 
of our Chriſtian Faith, and ſharply, 
0 1 F 3 but 


fends the At hanaſſan Creed: from their 
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The Life of Dr, Stillingfleet, 
but yet with great Decency expoſes its 
Trifling and Buffoonry, obſerving 
withall, in a few Pages, how careful 
the Reflector had been not to ven- 
ture upon the main Arguments for the 
Defence of this weighty Doctrine of 
the Bleſſed Trinity in Unity, and how 
feebly and unſucceſsfully he had at- 
tack d thoſe he did venture upon. 
This Poſtſcript was annex d to his Ax- 
ſwer to Mr. Locke's firſt Letter, occaſi- 
oned by ſome Reflections the Biſhop 


had made in the foreſaid Vindication 


upon his Eſſay concerning Humane On. 
dlenſtaudi ng 

This Eſſay abounding with a Set of 
new Philoſophical Terms, as if ſome 
wonderful Improvement of Knowledge 
was to have been hoped for from it, 
and being written with a graceful Air, 
and livelineſs of Spirit, and elegancy 
of Style, and politeneſs of Expreſſi- 
on, a ſmartneſs in Reaſoning, and an 


ingenious improvement of his Argu- 


ments to the beſt advantage, by a cloſe- 
neſs of Reference, and patneſs of Si- 


militudes and Allufions, no wonder a 


new Scheme of Notions, and a pro- 
teſs'd Deſign of promoting true Under- 
ſtanding, and a right Apprehenſion of 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 

Things, ſet off with theſe uncommon 
Advantages, ſhould eafily recommend 
it ſelf to the Affections of the Studi- 


ous, eſpecially the younger part of 


them. But then the more inviting and 
plauſible ſuch a Work is, the more dan- 
gerous will it certainly prove, if it 
leads to Scepticiſm, if it may be brought 


to favour a neglect of Reveald Re- 


ligion , or a Miſinterpretation of it; 
or in ſhort, if it tends to propagate 
any fort of Principles that agree not 
with thoſe of our moſt Holy Religion. 
That ſuch a Uſe was made of that 
Eſſay the Biſhop was very ſenſible, and 


therefore thought it neceſſary to warn 
his Readers of the danger ſome of them 


might otherwiſe be led into. He did 
not deſign an Anſwer to this Diſcourſe, 
though it has had that ſince from a 
Perſon of great Ingenuity and Learn- 


ing, (Mr. Lee, heretofore Fellow of 


Emanuel College in Cambridge, and of 


more than ordinary Note in that U- 


niverſity, now Rector of Tichwarſh in 
Northamptonſhire) ſuch as neither the 


Author himſelf, nor any of his moſt 


zealous Diſciples did ever yet think fit 
to give a Reply to: Which it's natu- 
ral to ſuppoſe, ſome of them would 

"TY + be- 
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before this bave done, had chey judged 


it would have been with good ſucceſs. 
To go about leſſening the Reputation 


of this Eſſay, was, you may plainly ſee 
by him, touching Mr. Locke in the moſt: 
ſenſible part. He thought, no doubt, 


its being attack'd by ſo great a Man 
went no little way towards it; and 


therefore he makes ſuch long Com- 


plaints, though he might ſoon have 
ended all occaſion of them himſelt, 
would he have purſued the main 
Point, and anſwered plainly to what, 


for clearing it, was reafonably enough 


required of him. For the Biſhop, I 
ſay, did not intend an Anſwer to this 


celebrated Diſcourſe, but yet he jud- 


ged it requilite to take notice of what: 
the Author had ſaid, fo far as concerned 
the Controverſie himſelf was now en- 
gaged in. To which purpoſe he ob- 
ſerves, that, as the Exiſtence of an In- 


finite way 69140 be proved from our 
1 


clear and ſimple Ideas, whilſt in truth 
we have no ſuch Ideas of it, ſo neither 
is it neceſſary in relation to the belief 
of the ever- bleſſed Trinity, that our 
Senſation and Reflection furniſh us with 
clear and ſimple Ideas of this Diſtincti- 
pn betwixt Nature and Perſon; it be- 


ing 


ing ſufficient that we firmly believe 
what God has revealed, though we 
do not fully comprehend the Nature of 
whatever is thus reveal d. 
In anſwer to this Mr. [$8 4 com- 
plains, that what he wrote was with 
out any thought of the Controyerſie: 
e the Trinitarians and Unitari- 
and that he accounted himſelf 
3 herein, ſince his Notions a- 
bout Ideas had no Connection with 
any Objections, that are made by o- 
thers againſt the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, or againſt Myſteries. But the 
Biſhop tells him, that to lay the Foun- 
dation of Certainty as to Matters of 
Faith, upon clear and diſtinct Ideas, 
which was the Opinion his Lordſhip 
ppoſed, does certainly overthrow all 
Myſteries of Faith, and excludes the 
Notion of Subſtance out of Rational 
Diſcourſe. And he profeſſes the true 
and only Reaſon of his looking into 
this way of Certainty by Ideas to have 
been, that he found it apply'd to pro- 
mote Scepticiſm and Infidelity, and to 
overthrow the Myſteries of our Faith; 
adding moreover, that it was very 
poſſible his Meaning might be mi- 


taken, or his Notions miſapply'd, hat 
tnacr 
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that he had therefore now a fair Oc- 


caſion given him to vindicate himſelf, | 


and let the World ſee, that he had no 
ill Deſign, nor intended any Preju- 
dice to the Chriſtian Faith by what he 
had publiſned. The fame Method he 
alſo purſues, and preſſes more home 
upon him in another Letter: Where- 
in he proves Mr. Locke's Notion of 
Ideas, to be inconſiſtent with it ſelf, 
and with the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, and puts him in mind, that 


the readieſt way to clear himſelf from 


the Suſpicion of having intended to 
ſerve the Intereſt of Socinianiſm and 


Infidelity, would be by openly de- 
claring himſelf to own the Doctrine of 


the Trinity, as it has been receiv'd in 
the Chriſtian Church, and is now pro- 
feſs'd by ours, in the Creeds and Ar- 
ticles of Religion: But yet a Decla- 
ration that he would not by any means 


be brought to. 


This Task our Reverend Biſhop had 
taken upon himſelf as a Divine, and a 
zealous Aſſerter of our truly Ancient 
and Catholick Faith. And who fo fit 


to undertake the Defence of the Faith 


once delivered to the Saints, as thoſe 
who are in the higheſt Stations, ** 
a 0 
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of the chiefeſt Abilities inthe Church ? 
Their great Advantages above others 

call upon them to ſtand in the Gap, 
and reſolutely oppoſe all thoſe diffe- 
rent Enemies, who are either andaci- 
ouſly affronting, ſubtily undermining, 
or imprudently weakning the weigh- 
ty Evidences and Traths of our Holy 
Religion. This our great Prelate was 
too ſenſible of to forbear employing 
himſelt in ſo good a Work. He did 
not forget that his high Office in the 
Church of God was a Truſt commit- 
ted to him, and for which he did ex- 
pet one Day to give a ſtrict account 
to his Sovereign Lord. And he would 
not ſpare his Pains, ſo long as the 
ſharp” Diſtemper he had been ſo long 
preſs'd with (and which at length put 
an end to his Life) would allow him 
the uſe of exerting his Abilities for 
them. He never valued the Trouble, 
I may truly ſay, where he foreſaw it 
might be for the benefit either of the 
Dioceſs over which he ſo happily pre- 
ſided, or the reſt of the Nation. He 
was an unwearied as well as highly 
uſeful Labourer in his Lord's Vine- 
yard, ſo long as it pleaſed God to 

allow him Time and Strength for it. 
Idleneſs, 
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Idleneſs, that Ruſt; of the Soul, he 
had a perfect Averſion to, both before 
and after he was advanced to the E- 
piſcopal Throne. And of theſe his 
numerous Works already mentioned 
are an abundant Demonſtration, and 
yet there are ſome others ſtill remain- 
ing: As theſe Anonymous Tracts, of 
which he has been juſtly! thought the 
Author. namely, AD-{conrſe concern- 
ing, the 1 f a nem Sepa- 
ration upon the abcoumt of the Oaths; An 
Anſwer 10 4 Puper delivered by Mr. Aſh- 


ton at his Exrcutian to Sir F. 0. : Sheriff 


of London; 4 Letter o Dr. B. e 
57 "g the. Biſhoprich: of B. and W. | 
nd now at length if we attend 
** to Worce/ter, the Place of his par- 
ticular, Charge, we ſniall find, as might 
reaſonably be expected. from a Prelate 
of his: Goodneſs, Ability and Induſtry, 
that he would not be wanting to make 
a due Inſpection into the State of his 
Diocefs, and to excite his Clergy; to, 
and inſtru them in the faithful diſ- 
charge of their Duty in their ſeveral 
Stations: And as a worthy Inſtance 
of his Paternal Care in this Reſpect, he 
hes left behind him a Collection of 
Charges at his Viſitations, incompa- 
2 rably 
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rably learned and uſeful as we have 
ever ſeen: An admirable Pattern for 
thoſe that ſhould come after to fol- 
low him in. Theſe he publiſhed ſome 
time before his Death, for the Infor- 
mation of others, as well as thoſe to 
whom they had been more immediate- 
ly directed; and ſuch as have ſeri- 
ouſly peruſed them muſt needs be ſen- 


ſible how high a value they ought 


to put upon them. Here we have 
moſt compleatly difplay'd the Nature 
and Dignity of the Prieſtly Function, 
together with the Duties and Rights 
of it.” according to the Principles' both 
of Law and Conſcience. 


In the firſt of theſe Diſcourſes rade 


at his Primary Viſitation, O.7, 21/8. 
1690. after a brief, but unanſwerable 
Vindication of the Epiſcopal Order, 
he proceeds to conſider the Indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of Biſhops and their Preſ- 
byters, as to Reſidence, Preaching, 
and the Care of their Flocks, and re- 
commends to them a plain, practical, 
uſeful way of Preaching, a diligent 
Catechiſing of Children, and a Care 
to bring them to Confirmation; and 
not only a conſtant, but devout Per- 
be of the Publick Offices of the 
Church, 
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Church, together with a prudent Be- 


haviour towards thoſe who diſſent 
from the Eſtabliſh'd Church; a Rea- 
dineſs to viſit the Sick, and to do it, 
not formally and ſuperficially, but to 
its chief Ends and Purpoſes; a Fre- 
quent and Reverend Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper. as the moſt proper part 
of the Evangelical Worſhip 5 and 
laſtly, a very particular Care of their 


own Converſation, - that it might be 


ſuck as becomes the. Preachers of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and thoſe that are 
to be burning and ſhining Lights in 
the World. And the more effectually 
to preſs upon them a Regular Ob- 


ſervance of their Duty in each of 


theſe reſpects, he acquaints them what 
Authority the Biſhops us d to have 
over the Clergy, by the Ancient Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Law of this Realm, and 
what Cenſures they were liable to, in 
caſe of Offence. Concluding all with 
an earneſt Exhortation to behave 
themſelves with ſuch Care and Cauti- 
on, and ſuch Fidelity in the diſcharge 
of their ſeveral Duties, as that him- 
ſelf might never be put to the uneaſie 
Task of exercifing the Power he had to 
proceed againſt Tranſgreſſors of the 

| FE c- 
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Eccleſiaſtical Laws. This was the 
Purport and Defign of his firſt 
Charge. Er 3361/08 - 76 
The next time for his Triennial 
Viſitation was 1693, when it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, if he were in any 
tolerable meaſure of Health, that he 
would omit ſo eſſential a part of his 
Office, as this of meeting with his 
Clergy, and inſtructing and encoura- 
ging them in the faithful performance 
of their Duty, and an Enquiry after 
the Miſcartiages of any that might 
poſſibly have been leſs mindful of it. 
Nor would he omit giving them a 
Charge, of the moſt proper and uſe- 
ful Points for them: And therefore 1 
muſt mention, that what afterwards 
appear d as à diſtinct Treatiſe of it ſelf, 
(a compleat one indeed it is) was for 


the moſt part firſt delivered in his 


Charges this Tear. His Diſcourſe, I 
mean, concerning Bonds of Reſignation. 
For it is not unlikely, that in the diſ- 
charge of his Epiſcopal Function, and 
particularly in giving Inſtitution to Be- 
nefices, he had met with Intimations 


of ſuch Bonds having been required 


by ſome unreaſonable and unjuſt Pa- 


trons which ſoon directed his Thoughts 
13 | to. 
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Me Liſe of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
to this important Subject. But in fad 


it is plain, that he had ſuch an Occa- 


ſion, to take into Conſideration, the 
great Miſchief that is done, not only 
to the Souls of thoſe who ſuffer theit 
Conſciences to be thus enſnared, but 
in general to our Church and Religi- 
on, which cannot but be great ſuffe- 
ters by thoſe wicked Symoniacal Con- 
tracts, either of this or any other like 
nature, whereinto either Careleſs or 
Indigent Clerks are too often drawn 
in order to a Livelihood in the World. 
And, becauſe Bonds of Reſiguation 
upon demand, ſo long as no Sum of 
Money is either paid down, or arti- 
cled for before- hand, are too often 
thought a ſafe Evaſion of Simony, he 
here undertakes to prove that this 
Imagination is groſly Erroneous, and 
they only delude themſelves with it. 
He expreſſes a ſingular Tenderneſs for 
the Rights of the Parochial Clergy, 
their Work and Duty being heavy and 
laborious, if it be performed as it 
ought to be, and argues for them a- 
gainſt the unreaſonable uſage they too 
frequently meet with, that they ought 
not to have any new Burdens impoſed 
upon them, under a pretence of Law, 
2 s which 
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which neither they nor theirSucceſſors 
will be able to bear; adding moreover 
that it was not meerly: the Intereſt of 
the Clergy, but of our Religion, which 
lies at ſtake, and is liable to ſuffer more 
ways than one by this nnjuſtifiable 
Method, if it find Encouragement, 
and under a pretence of Law, be re- 
commended and put in practice. And 
the more fully to evince the Iniquity of 
theſe Bonds, he ſhews them to be a- 
gainſt the intent of the Law, and 
inconſiſtent with the Freedom that᷑ 
ought to be both in giving and taking 
an Eccleſiaſtical Beuefice, and a breach 
of the Oath to be taken by every In- 
cumbent at the entrance upon his Li- 
ving, againſt Simony ; which is not 
limiced by the Statute 31 Elizabethe; 
but was in being long before; and 
that all the Pleas which are made for 
ſuch Bonds are inſufficient, and all 
trading for Livings, if ſuffered to go 
unpuniſned, will certainly ruin the 
beſt Church in the World, by leſſen- 
ing the Reputation of Churchmen, 5 
and taking off the good Affections of 
the People, and making them run 
into Faction and Infidelity. Thus foli- 


ichleitous was he to cure this pernicious 


G And 
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and growing Evil: And the Evidence 


he has brought againſt it is ſo full and | 


ſatisfactory, from Reaſon, Law, Con- 
ſcience, and the dreadful Evils that 
may too probably enſue upon it, that 
none of the many Favourers of ſo bad 
a Cuſtom have, in all this time, ever 
once attempted the Defence of it. 
The next Triennial was 1696, the 
laſt the good Biſhop ever ſaw; had he 
outlivd 1699, we ſhould no doubt 


have had the Benefit of that too, ſeen 


more Effects of his Care, and Uſeful- 
neſs to his Clergy. But though this 
was deny'd us, yet have we great rea- 
fon to be thankful for what 'tother 
fupply'd us with, no leſs than three 
different Charges for the ſame Year, 
deliver'd at ſo many ſeveral Places. 

In the firſt of theſe he treats of the 


Truſt committed to the Patochial Cler- 


gy, and the Daties hereby incumbent 
upon them, which he both explains, 


and preſſes upon them, from the Con- 


ſideration of what was required of the 
Levitical Prieſts, beſides that which 
was Typical and Ceremonial; and of 
what God expected from his Pro- 


phets, and the dreadful Condition they 


muſt be in, if they were not mindful 
| to 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 
to warn his People accordingly; and 
from the expreſs Charge that is given 


in the New Teſtament, to feed the Flock 


of God, and be Examples to it. And 
then ſhews the Preference of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Juriſdiction and Proceedings, 
for as now a long time ſettled, before 
a Parochial or Congregational Diſci- 
pline. And at laſt reminds them 
wherein à faithful Diligence in their 
Office confiſts, and what Courſe they 
all ought to take in order to it. 
The Argument of the next being the 
particular Duties of the Parochial 
Clergy, he firſt puts them in mind of 
the indiſpenſible Obligation they were 
under, as Labourers in their Lord's 
Vineyard, Teachers and Paſtors of his 
Flock, Ambaſſadours from Chriſt, and 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, un- 
der all which Characters, they are re- 
preſented in the New Teftament and 
then proceeds to 2 more particular E- 
numeration of the ſeveral Duties re- 
quired of them, with reſpect to the 
Lord's: Daj, and other times of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, exhorting them to a 
conſtant and diligent Preaching and 
Catechiſing, and a due and ſolemn Ce- 
lebration of the Sacraments; as alſo 
1 G 2 to 
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to a Care to qualifie themſelves for re- 
folving Caſes of Conſcience, and to 
ſet their Pariſhioners a'good Example 
of Vertuous and Holy. Living. And 
laſtly, in order to a right performance 
of all theſe Duties, he recommends 
to them a Conſcientious Reſidence a- 
mongſt their Pariſhioners, Which 
Point he takes occaſion to enquire into 
and ſettle, with that wonderful variety 
of Reading and Obſervations, which 
was ſo peculiarly eminent in all his 

Performances of this Nature. 
Hereto is ſubjoin'd a Diſcourſe con- 
cerning the Maintenance of the Clergy, 
which though printed as a diſtin 
Trac, I take at firſt to have been only 
the latter part of this ſame Charge, 
but not improbably enlarged beyond 
what was ſpoken at the Viſitation. 
This I the rather conclude, becauſe 
he had propounded to enquire into 
two things; iſt. The Duties whereto 
his Clergy flood obliged ; and 2dly. The 
8 Encouragement which the Law gives in 
Conſideration of it. The latter of which 
Conſiderations is not purſued in that 
former Diſcourſe, but in the Beginning 
of this is declared to be the Subject 
he intended now to conſider. * 
| | that 
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that as it will, it is certain, he- gives a 
Learned Account of the Marſe and 
Maintenance ſettled upon each Pariſh- 
Prieſt, the Oblations that were wont 
to be made by the People, and of the 
Tythes that were given and ſettled. 
The laſt of which he inſiſts upon 
more largely, as to the Foundation in 
Law which they ſtand upon, and the 
Rules that are to be obſerv'd about 
them, the Exemptions that have been 
granted from Payment of them, and 
what Preſcriptions have obtained, and 
Compoſitions have been made againſt 
them. In all which Particulars he 
ſpeaks (as he does likewiſe in his two 
Arguments in the Houſe ot Lords)more 
like one who had diligently ſpent his 
time in the Study of the Laws, than 
one who had always appeared ſo emi- 
nent in his own particular Profeſſion. ' 

In his laſt of theſe Charges, ſaid 
to be delivered likewiſe in that Year 
1696, he treats very particularly, and 
with his peculiar wonted skill in Law 
and Hiſtory, of immemorial Preſcrip- 
tions as to the Juriſdictions of the 
Archb:iſhops and Biſhops, Archdeacons, 
Deans and Chapters, the ſeveral Officers 
of the Biſhops Courts, and the ſettling. 
FTI G 3 of 
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of the Bounds and Rights of Pariſhes, 
and that general Practice and Allo w- 
ance which is the Foundation and Mea- 
ſure of the Common- Law; and thence 
enquires concerning the Pope's Canons 
and Decrees, how far they have been 
receiv'd here, and how far not; con- 
cerning the Power of making Canons 
owned by Act of Parliament, con- 
cerning the Right and Manner of ſum- 
moning Convocations, and the due 
obſervation of the Canons made by 
them. Beſides ſeveral other very con- 
ſiderable Obſervations interſperſed, in 
relation to the Biſhops Right of keep- 
ing their Courts in their own Names; 
a Lay-Patron's Power to revoke his 
Preſentation, the Months allow'd for 
Preſenting, whether Calendar Months, 
or to be reckoned by Weeks, the Al- 
lowableneſs of ſelling a Right of Ad- 
vmſon, &c. Z 

Never were more Learned Charges 
given at any Viſitations, nor conſider- 
ing the Author, was it to be expected 
that there ſhould, Charges, full of 
ſolid and inſtructive Senſe, rational 
and judicious Explications and Refo- 
lutions, nervous Arguments, good Law, 
and found Divinity, enforced with ſe- 
rlous 
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rious and religious, weighty and con- 
vincing Authorities, Epiſcopal and 
Paternal, and yet gentle and friendly, 
obliging and highly uſeful Admoniti- 
ons and Exhortations. The Subjects 
inſiſted upon were ſuch as required a 
large meafure of Underſtanding to treat 
of them aright, and the Management 
of them ſo far trom deceiving, as to 
exceed the utmoſt Expectation of the 
Auditors. And oh! thatnot only thoſe 
who heard them, but all the Clergy 
that read them likewiſe, would make 
it their conſtant ſtudy to reduce them 
to practice, twould be both to their 
own great Advantage, and that of the 
People committed to their Charge, the 
unwearied Care of whom he fo zea- 
louſly and fo earneftly recommends to 
them. Thus we ſee his hearty Concern 
for his Clergy, that they might be 
_ duly mindful of their Paſtoral Charge, 
to feed the Flock of God, with which 
they were intruſted, 'and might in all 
things ſhew themſelves as St. Paul di- 
reed, Tit. 2. 7, 8. Patterns of good 
Works, in Doctrine ſhewing Oncorrupt- 
neſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech 
that cannot be condemned; that is to 
ſay, True Doctrine, coming with ſuch 
G4 clear- 
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clearneſs of Expreſſion and Convicti- 
on, as not to be liable to Cenſure, and, 
that they might be as the ſame Apoſtle 
exhorts Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. 24, 25. 


Gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, pati- 
ent, in wealneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppoſe themſelves ; if God peradventure 
would give them Repentance, to the ac- 
knowledging of the Truth. | 


And 2s he took care to inſtruct and 


encourage his Clergy in the perfor- 


mance of their Office, ſo was he mind- 


ful alſo of his own in puniſhing others 
for their groſs Violations of God's 
Laws; as was particularly done, on 
Midlent-Sunday, 1696, to ſome Offen- 
ders in the Pariſh of Old-Swinford in 
the Dioceſs and County of Worceſter, 
whom he not only ſubjected to the 
Churches Cenſures for their Wicked- 
neſs, but that this Correction might 
make the better Impreſſion upon them- 
ſelves and others, when the Reverend 
Dr. Ford, the worthy Rector there, 
had preached two Sermons ſuitable to 
that ſolemn Occaſion, inviting the reſt 
of the Congregation to do their ſeveral 


Parts in order to the reſtoring ſuch in 


the Spirit of Meckneſs, and admoni- 
ning the Offenders themſelves to be 
05 "SL ſincere 
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ſincere and hearty in their Repentance, 
as the only Means of receiving any Be- 
| nefit by it, this excellent Prelate took 
occaſion to add a Preface to theſe Ser- 
mons, recommending the uſage of ſuch 
Proceedings againſt Notorious Offen- 
ders, as what (to uſe his own words) 
would bring more Honour to our Church, 
and the Religion eſtabliſhed among us, 
than the warmeſt Diſputes for our Conſti- 

tution, without regard to the Pradice 
of it, Here he alſo takes notice of the 
too common Complaints of hard and 
irregular Proceedings in the Spiritual 
Courts, and replys, as it is too true, 
that there are no Courts but are liable 
to Abuſes, but there is a difference to 
be made, between ſuch as ariſe from 
the Rules and Orders of the Courts, 
and ſuch which come only from the 
Perſonal Faults of thoſe who are em- 
ploy'd inthem. The Methods of Pro- 
ceeding in theſe Courts, he obſerves 
to be as ancient at leaſt as of any other 
Court of the greateſt Eſteem among us. 
But where the Fault lies only in the 
Perſons, he profeſſes a hope that upon 
juſt Complaints effectual care would be 
taken to puniſh the Tranſgreſſors, and 
to prevent the like for the — 

| n 
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And if there have been ſcandalous Of- 


_ fenders, which through the negle& 


of the Clergy, or the proper Officers, 


have not been preſented, he could not 


but think it juſt for the blame to lie 
where it ought, and that the Eccleſia- 
ſtical Courts have no reaſon to be 
charged with other Mens faults. He 
commends Dr. Ford for his Readineſs 
to have the Court duly informed of 
the Miſcarriages and Crimes commit- 
ted in his Pariſh, and bringing the 
Offendors to Publick Shame for them. 


And then concludes with a hearty 


Prayer that his ſeaſonable and uſeful 
Diſcourſe then preached might an- 
ſwer the good Ends for which it was 


taken the more notice, becauſe it is 
great pity it ſhould be wholly loſt, . as 
it might otherwiſe have probably 
been in a little time; being only pre- 
fixd to the forementioned Sermons, 
which it's to be doubted may never be 
any way known to far the greateſt 


part of the Nation, and beſides, may 


be in a while forgotten by moſt of 
thoſe that now know them, 
Theſe are the Cffedts of his Epil- 
copal Care, which himſelf has — 
| t 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, 
fit to communicate to the World, for 
the Inſtruction of others as well as 
thoſe of his own Dioceſs, and have 
been for divers Vears abroad in the 
World. But beſides theſe there are 
alſo two valuable Inſtances of his 
Judgment in the Houſe of Lords, in 
the Caſes of two uncommon Appeals 
brought into that Houſe, whilſt his 
Lordfhip was a Member of it; the for- 
mer relating to the Viſitation of Ex- 
eter College in the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, by the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Jonathan, then Lord Biſhop 
of Exon (now of Wincheſter ) the 
other relating to a Grant ad Retinen- 
dum, made to the Right Reverend Fa- 
ther in God, Thomas, then Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln, (now his Grace the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury) for 
holding the Vicarage of St. Martyr to- 
gether with his Biſhoprick, only for a 
certain Term, and the Right of Preſen- 
tation upon the Expiration of that 


Term, whether belonging to the 


| Crown, or to the proper Patron the 
Lord Biſhop of London. Each of theſe 
Debates his Lordſhip thought wor- 
thy of his ſerious Conſideration, and 
freely declar'd his Sentiments upon 


them, 
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them, pleading with great clearneſs of 
Expreſſion, great ſtrength of Reaſon, 


cloſeneſs of Argument, and numerous | 


Precedents both from Law and Hiſtory, 
and - anſwering all the Arguments 
brought on the contrary part. 

What Influence theſe Excellent Ar- 
guments had in determining the Mat- 
ters then under Conſideration, I can- 
not poſitively ſay, but in fact it 1s cer- 
tain that Judgment was given in both 
Caſes purſuant to the Intent and Aim 
of them. Theſe and many other 
Speeches which he made in that Houſe, 
ſhew how well he appeared to what 
excellent purpoſe he ſat there. Nor 
muſt I omit mentioning to what ge- 
neral Satisfaction he preſided in his 
Cathedral and Conſiſtory Court at 
Worceſter. In the Viſitation of which 
Church, he was as conſtant as of his 


Dioceſs, and as careful to make the 


| beſt uſe of it; both telling and ſhew- 
ing. them he came thither for more 
than forms ſake : And theretore he 
opened every one of them with a 
Speech proper to the occaſion of their 
Meeting, and his Deſign in calling 
them together. In which he always 
expreſs d himſelf, wich that juſt fenſe 


of 
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of his own Power, andof their Rights 


too; with that reſolution to amend 


what was amiſs, and yet tenderneſs 
in the doing of it, that all of them 
could not but be ſenfible his only Aim 
was doing good, and therefore they the 
more readily joyned in doing their part 
towards it. 

The Reſidence of the Canons was 
what he much delir'd to ſee regular 
and conſtant; as a thing of Duty in it 
ſelf, Honour to the Church, and Bene- 
fit to the Place. But after ſome Pro- 


poſals and Trials for that purpoſe, he 


perceived the ſureſt and eaſieſt way, 
would be ſettling it anew by the Royal 
Authority. For though the Dean and 
Chapter had found it neceſſary to in- 
force and fix Refidence, by an Act of 
their own, paſs d ſome Years before, 
for that purpoſe, and afterwards con- 


frm'd by the then Biſhop in his Viſita- 


tion; yet being different from Statute 


both in the Number of the Perſons re- 


ſiding at once, and the Time of their 
continuing ſo, the Biſhop (though 
he lik'd the Deſign) declar'd it was 
void by thoſe Statutes which allow 
no Power bur the Royal to alter or 
diſpenſe with any one of them. =_ 
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dation. Some ot theſe had the Al- 


Type Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
had they, to confirm it, got a Broad 


Seal, he ſhould not have objected a- 


gainſt that; and now he would make 
it the Ground of the Statutes for 
Refidence in the defign'd Reviſal of 
them, 1 x 

As for the old ones, he conld not 


but ſay they were too haſtily and 


inconſiderately drawn up, and no bet- 
ter tranſcribed, as was obvious from 
the Copy in uſe there. To remedy 


this he got the various Lections from 


a MS. in Bennet College Library; but 
they in many Inſtances did not at all 


mend the matter. And to the Origi- 


nal there was no Recourſe, for in the 
time of Queen Mary that was delive- 
red up by Dean Holland to Cardinal 
Pole. 

When therefore he began to injoyn 
Reſidence ſolely on the Foot of the 


Statutes, the Canons themſelves obje- 


cted, that the Statutes were obſcure 
and ambiguous in that matter ; there- 
by owning both the Need and Advan- 
tage there would beof making all plain 


and on a ſure Bottom; ſo in order to 


it, he got Copies of the Statutes of 0- 
ther Churches of K. HF. VIIIth's Foun- 


tera- 
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terations and Additions that were (for 


| the good of thoſe Bodies) propoſed. 


in King Charles the Iſt's time, and had 
been actually given to them if the ſuc- 
ceeding Troubles had not made other 
Matters more neceſſary to be minded. 
This, though above 70 Years agoe, 
was the third Attempt that way (ſince 
King Henrys Foundation of the Deans 
and Canons of that Church) to accom- 
modate Matters better to the State of it, 
and ſupply ſuch Particulars as had been 
at firſt overlook d, by the King's Com- 
miſſioners authoris d to give that Body 


of Statutes. 8 
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The Biſhop having ſeen theſe Steps, 
and got theſe Helps towards it, judged, 
and plainly ſhew'd it was a thing fea- 
ſable and commendable ; and indeed 
for the Satisfaction and Intereſt of all 
Parties concerned, as ſuch he recom- 
mended it at his Viſitation juſt before 
his laſt Journey to London. Where, 
if Life had permitted, he would wil- 
lingly have followed, and not been 
long, before he had happily effected 
it. | 

Then as for his Conſiſtory Court; 
upon his firſt coming thither, he ſoon 
found it ſunk in its Reputation - 

| "a 
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Uſefulneſs; through the long abſence 
of the Chancellor occaſioned partly by 
his age and diſtance from it. And to 
remedy all Defects and Abuſes, he of. 
ten declared, as his moſt Learned 
Friend Judge Hales did, That the Coun- 


I. Forteſcue el were obliged fo be faithful fo their 


v. Holt. 


Clients, yet not to manuge their Cauſes 
in ſuch à manner, as Juſtice ſhould be 
delayd, nor Truth ſuppreſs'd, to promote 
which, was as much the Duty of theis 


Calling, as it was the Office of the Jud. 
ges, though not in ſo eminent à degree, 


And notonly to adviſe, but lead them 
to it, he in two or three Court- days 
diſmiſs d moſt of the Cauſes then de- 
pending, in which generally few Pro- 
ceedings had been made then a let in 
proximum, upon the {lighteſt Preten- 
ces. This he did for the preſent good, 
and to ſecure it for the future, and to 
make the Court it ſelf very uſeful and 
beneficial to the People, it being an 


ancient and legal part of our Conſti- 


tution (which he has ſhewn in his Pre- 
face to Dr. Ford's Sermons, and his 
Treatiſe of the Eccleſſaſtical Juriſdicti- 
on) he not only took care it ſhould 
not ſuffer through the Faults of the 
Perſons concerned in it, but that they 

—U ſhould 
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ſhould have no colour to juſtifie them 
ſelves from any Rules in uſe there. He 
ſaw there was need of conſidering 
them, having too often obſerv'd, that 
much of the time was ſpent in little 


Artifices, and the manner ot proceeding 


rather than on the Subje& Matter, or 
Law in diſpute. And therefore he 
directed the Chancellor, Regiſter and 
Proctors of the Court to conſider of 
the moſt compendious and effectual 
Rules and Methods, for their future 
Proceedings in all Cauſes. So aftet 
many Conferences held together, and 
Schemes drawn, one was compoſed 


and preſented by them to his Lordſhip, 


by whom too it was examined and ap- 
proved, and then Subſcribed by them 
all, thus intituled, Rules given by the 
Right Reverend Father in God, Edward, 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, to be obſer 
ved by the Profors and other Officers 


of the Conſiſtory Court of Worceſter, 


and ſigned by the Chancellor, Regiſter 
and Practors of the ſaid Court. Where- 
by it plainly appears, that many uſe- 
leſs and obſolete Terms and Forrns are 
laid aſide, and none but ſuch as are 
neceſſary and reaſonable retained or 
inſerted; and through the whole _ 

8 H the 
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the Practiſers and Parties that only re- 
gard and purſue Juſtice and Right, are | 
incouraged by 4 quick and-judicious JF ; 
Diſpatch; and the Vexatious and Di- 

latory are as certainly puniſhed for 5 
every unreaſonable delay. And as 1 
Rules thus fit to be obſerved, they 0 
have received the Approbation of the 


Learned Judges: and Advocates of the - 
Honourable Courts in DoFors Com. 
ont, in Appeals tranſmitted to them. JF - 
During his Time, many Matters of . 
Importance and Difficulties. were 5 
brought there, but he went through | - 
them all, with as much Eaſe to him- > 
ſelf, and Satisfaction to others, as | ; 
could in ſuch Caſes be expected: For | , 
he conſtantly. examined things with f 
that Dexterity and Sagacity, determi- 
ned them with that Integrity and Im- F 
partiality, and (if there ſeem'd any le 
occaſion) ſupported his Sentences with- f 
that Evidence and Clearneſs of Law ( 
and Reaſon,' that hardly any of thoſe J 
upon whom they paſs d, but receiv'd | \ 


them (as indeed they ought to be) 
with a juſt Opinion of, and Submiſſi- 

ot to then?! 100 5 
Among ſeveral Cauſes worthy to 
be taken notice of, I ſhall chooſe to 
men- 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
mention two, which he took particular 
care of, and becauſe I can give it in 
his own words. 7 


The firſt a Trial in his Corfiory a- 


bout the Jus Patronatus to Northfield : 


To which was ſet up the Title of the 
Crown, and of two confiderable Gen- 
tlemen. The Day appointed for hea- 
ring it, was the next after the Aſſtzes 
at Worceſter, that the Council of that 
Circuit might be able to attend it; and 
the chiefeſt of them were all retained 
on one ſide or other (nay, that no 
ſide might ſuffer for want of it, one 


of them was on two ſides, firſt as he 


declared for the Crown, and then for 
his other Client) who were firſt plea- 
ſed to complement him on their ap- 
pearing there before him, and after- 


wards in their pleading, by keeping 


cloſe to the Point in hand. The 
further Account of this Matter, I 


ſhall now give you, as faithful- 


ly tranſmitted to me in Ihs own 
Words. 110 . 

Auguſt the 8th. 1695, the Cauſe 

vas heard in the Conſiſtory-· Court, my 

5 « if preſent, and a very good Jury 

** of 18 Clergy and Laity, and the beſt 

. Council ot the Circuit retained, who 

1 " neg- 
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< neglected nothing that ſerv'd for 


A their purpoſe on any ſide. 


The main Plea for the King was, 
* that the Prior and Convent of Dud- 


© ley had preſented fix or ſeven times, 


* as appear'd by our Regiſters ; and if 
* it did belong to them, then it fell to 
* the Crown upon the Diſſolution. 


Alt was pleaded in behalf of Mr, 
© 7olliff, that it paſſed from the Crown 


* to the Duke of North. and ſo came 
* to his Anceſtors ; but this could not 


© be made out; for the Grant being 


* ſuppoſed, was only of Tythes, and 
the Patent 13th Jacobi to explain 
* it, was called a Proling Patent and of 
e no Effect in La. J 

© Mr. Jervoiſe pleaded the two laſt 
** Preſentations by his Anceſtors, who 
** purchaſed the Mannor of Weely (to 


* which this Advowſon was appen- 


* dant, as his Council ſaid) of the 
* Berkeleys, for which they produc'd 
a Leiger-Book of their Family; and 
"* Berkeley had conteſted the Right 
of Advowſon with the Prior and 
** Convent, A. D. 1479. upon which 
a Jus Patronatus was granted, and 
the Prior and Convent appealed 
to the Arches; where their Appeal 

Was 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
« was diſmiſsd ; but in the mean time 
the Living was lapſed, and the Bi- 
ſhop collate. 1 
A. D. 1558, upon the Death of 
Malter, Squire was preſented by Le- 
veſton, by vertue of a Grant from 
the Prior and Convent to certain 
** Traftees 21 H. 8. and this Clerk 
* was admitted 3 Jan. 1558. Q. Mary 
* died November 17. A. D. 1587. 28 
** Eliz. ſhe preſented Jacob White, per 
* lapſurr, as appear'd by the Regiſter. 
* But how could this be if it were the 
* Right of the Crown? unleſs we ſup- 
** poſe wrong Information. 


* A. D. 1639, Sir Th. Jervoiſe grant- 


* ed the next turn to Phinehas White, 
ho preſented Timothy White and 
died Incambent. A. D. 1660, Thom. 
* Jervoiſe then preſented Dr. Hinkley, 
* who held it to April, 1695 ; but 
* there were ſeveral Trials between 
* Glover, who had the King's Title, 
and Hizkley; and at an Aſſixes here, 
* the Jury brought it in an Ad vowſon 
in Groſs by ſpecial direction of the 
Judge; but it was over-rul'd above, 
as may be ſeen in Vaughar's and Sir 
* Tho. Jones's Reports; but the main 
point there was upon the Demurrer, 

l H 3 The 
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* The Queſtion' before us, was not 
upon a Writ of Right, but to whoſe 
Clerk I was to give Inſtitution ; and 
f for that the Poſſeſſion of Jervoiſe 
vas thought the beſt Ground by the 

Jury; and accordingly I gave it. 

** But I was not ſatisfied about the 
Original Title of the Prior and 
+ Convent of Dudley. ' 

we” Gonfitmation: of the Grant of 

the Curch of Northfield by Gervaiſe 


Paynel the Founder, by Pope Lucius 


« the 3d. was produced i in Court, but 
* cancelled and could not be read; 
< but it appears by the Copy in the 


I. v Prior. 6 . Monaſtivon, that it bears date A. D. 


ae Dudley c. 


N 


1190. and there the Church is given 
* to the Priory of Dudley cum Capella 
* Je Coſton ; but it — obſervable, 


* that the ſame Bull requires them to 


1 a Clerk to the Bithop, who 
was to anſwer to the Biſhop in Spiri- 
t tualibus, and to the Prior in Tempora- 
ibis. Which was the Form of an 

_ Appropriation at that time ; for as 
pet they had them not 4 proprio: 
** fas; but they were bound to pre- 
* ſent a Clerk, WhõO was their Vicar: 
But ſuch an A ppropriation and a Re- 
+ Gory were inconſiſtent, as I told the 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
the nearneſs of the Kindred was un- 
“known to the Parties at the time 


of Marriage, o chat here a are three 
i Points. le | 0 


1.0“ Whether this Varriage be with 
ein the Statut? 
Whether the not Jaying; it IIs. 
as to be againſt God's Law, or 
with, the Levitical Degrees, 
makes the Court liablè to a Pro- 
100 76. hibition? 
3.5 < Whether * were uch 18 
norance as to Excuſc them? 
WED A8 to the firſt, Iconldnot! have 
0 + thought this could have born a Diſ- 
ͤäpute in any Court in Chriftendom. 


For the ſaying it is not againſt God's 
Law is to overthrow all Inceſt ion 


* the account of Conſanguinity ; for 
* chat depends not upon Marriage or 
not Marriage, but the Nearnefs of 
« Blood. Is it poſſible for any Man 
© to think, that — the Siſter was 
© not. married, therefore her Daughter 
eig not ſo near in Blood to her Bro- 
* ther as ſhe had been if ſhe had been 
> 1 The words of the Law 
* are plain, Levit. 18. 6. None of you 


fall 
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124 The Life of Biſhop Stillingfleet, 
; * ſhall: approach to any that is near of 
: Kin to him; the Vulgar Latin truly 
* renders it, ad proximum Sanguinis 
lui nom accedet : and all the other 
** Verſions agree with it, that it is to 
by be underſtood of a Relation by Na- 
ture and not 'meerly by Marriage. 
The words originally fignific . the 
| - Remainder of thy Fleſh, z. e. any 
- Perſon that comes near to the ſame 
natural Stock. And the Fews who 
< beſt underſtood the proper Setiſe of 
* theſe words, do affirm, that if the 
" ' Perſon be equally near in Blood, 
vhether born in Marriage or not, 
dit is equally forbidden. For which 
Selden. de. L will firſt give Mr. Selden's words, 
J. N. & | + whoſe Authority may be more re- 
G. 5. e. C oarded than any Civilian's or Ca- 
19. lou ce noniſts: Eandem aiunt efſe rationem 
Fratris ex Stupro vel Adulterio ab al. 
terutro Parente ſuſcepti, &. ejus qui 
IThoro nat us eft legitimo, uti etiam 
. Lororir. And he goes on, Tantundem 
* habent de Auitd G. Mater ter, diver- 
* ſan non eſſe five ex Nuptiis 75 de ex 
i Stupro ſen Adulterio alteruticus Pa- 
„ renti prognata fuerit; modo eo na- 
turalis Sanguinis genere, eum de cuj us 
* Nypriis, queritur contingat : So that 


TW 6 v + 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 125 
© as long as the Blood is the ſame, the : 
** Inceſt is as great, whether born in 
* Wedlock or not; and beeauſe you 
* tell me, ſomebody ſaid, that a Man 
« might marry his own Baſtard; I 
* ſhall repeat fome more words of his: 
Alem aiunt de feli ſive ex Dæore ante 
Nuptias f ſeve alinnde ex  Stupro- aut 
. Adalreri genita. . 
But this was not Mr: Seidens O. 
oo - pinion alone, for Pufendorf ſaith 
the ſame; Ia Juoque ad moriendum g. 3 pp 
* Hebreos antiquos in C onnnbiss. pro- c I, 
*-hibitis Fratrum &. Sororum nibil pu- 
 taſſe intereſſe * : Utrum Sorov'ilta forte 
* ex Adulterio fuerit concepta, an ex 
© JegitimoConcubita. Adeoque quanta ue 
« 47 prohibitionem Matrimonii pro So- 
rore habebatur, que ex al he, Noder- 
&. Adultero genita erat. 
As to the Senſe of the Civil Laws, 
Eb. Zepper affirms, Dit nihil intereſſe Lowes 
* Croiles dicant, an ex juſtis Nuptiis 
an ex injuſtis vel Hegitimnis Cog- 
natio deſcendat, an vero non, nam ex 
* ſcortatione natam ſororem, uxorem 
Aducere non licet : Tepper de Leg. 
* Moſai. Forenſibus, I. 4. c. 19% p. 
6c 502, | | 


cc 


« 
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Gabriel Paleotut a great Civilian 

« and à Canoniſt ſaith, Cu expreſſe 
« uultis locis G. Civil &. Pontifi-io 
Jure traditum ft nibil intereſſe ad 
6 inpediendun Matri monium, an'ex 
* jaſtrs Nuptis cognatio deſcendat an 
ce 4 Hen Il de Nothis & Spuriis, 
c. Jun. 2, 3. And he adds further, 
Id vero ita receptunt dlicitur ut uam. 
i ct tberis in rebus illegitimè nati 
A nul lum Jus Conjumct ons 4 patre du- 


cant in he un tamen Cauſd ubi dle 
TY . Matrimomio agitur, Voluerunt Leges 


* eorum perinde ac legitimorum rationem 
„u bendam, co quod in Metrimoniis 
© Naturale Jus G. Fudor i imprimis 8 2 

eiendus eſt. 

It is to no naſal to produce any 
more Authorities ſince by theſe we 
* ſee that the Jews ſo underſtood the 
N „Law of God, and the ſame Senſe 

is n in the Civil and Canon 
« But to come nearer home, far I 

8 know how little Foreign Authorities 
* are regarded in theſe Courts; we 


have a ſolemn Declaration to the 


% _ ſame purpoſe in the Tables of De- 
reer of Conſanguinity and Affinity as 
to * ſet out by Archbiſhop 

FHar- 


© 


late Lord Biſbop of Worceſter. 


: 17 and confirmed by the Ca- 
„ nons. A. D. 160g. Can. 39. there 

' 1! this Rule, Iten quod - ſerntidune 
5 leger, Conſanguinitas impediur G. 
i d:loens Matrimonium .contvubibur, 
iT n ex illicitu Coiti Vira G Malieris 
qua per jnſtas eorundum Nuptiam And 
* my Lord Chief Juſtice Vangbam in 
the. Caſe of Hil and Good. fol. 327. 
*« faith, That if by" a lawful Cen a 
« Marriage be decldred to be avainſt 
6 4 Lam, we muſt admit ut ta be 
; for a lam Canon ir the Law 

« of "the Kingdom ar well as the Law 

+ nee Tee e ſpeaks 
n occaſion of this very Canon. Now 
e by this Table the Siſter's Daughter i 15 

* expreſly mentioned. 

By theſe things this Matter ap- 
** pears ſo clear to me, that I think 

* Jittle more need to be added. 

All the Objections I have heard 

co are, 

1. That the Common - Law takes 
no notice of the Canons. 
This appears quite otherwiſe In'a 
« matter of Marriage, as is plain by 

/augbans Argument in that Caſe. 

a. = That by Law Baſtards are not 

* reckoned among Children. _ ex 
am- 


4 * 
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Te Life of Dy. Stillingfleet, 
5 8 coiti naſcuntur , inter liberos 


rom computantur. 1 Inſt. fol. 103. 
« That is true as to Legal Inheri- | 


ce tances, but not as to an Inceſtuous 


G Marriage. vo a) 
3. But the mainObie loa n 


« Pierſons Caſe. 1 Jnft. Fer. 235. who 
married the Daughter of the Siſter 
5 of his firſt Wife, for which he was 


* queſtion'd in the Spiritual Court, 


* and it was reſolved by the Court of 
© Common - Pleas that the Marriage 
could not be impeach d, tor that the 
* ſame was declar'd by the ſaid Act of 


1 Parliament to be good, in as much 
as it was not within the Arn 
Degrees. 
* In anſwer to this, (1 ) This was 
* not the ſame Caſe, for it was not 


6: 


* Wife's Siſter z but here it is upon 
the account of Conſanguinity and 

* not Affinity. (2.) There was a Con- 

E ſultation foe: after the Prohibi- 
tion, as Vaughan ſhews in two places, 

* fol. 248, 322. The ſame in Manns 
* Caſe, Cr. El. 228. In Remmington's 
« Caſe of the ſame nature, Hobert owns 
« that there was cauſe for a Divorce, 
* n 181. In William de Chadworth,s 
** Caſe 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 

* Caſe in Cote, 1. Left. fol. 235. thete 
& wasa Divorce from 805 Mother, be- 
e cauſe he had firſt carnally known 
© the Daughter, which is allowed by 
ce Coke, and ſhews, that Inceſt is no 
E grounded meerly on Matriage, an 
* he there mentions Conſanguinity 
as a ſufficient ground for a Divorce 

2 79 Matritronii. | 

As to the ad Point the Arti: 

2 hs are drawri upon the Table of 
e Marriages and the Canon 99; but 
<* theſe being Seer upon the Sta- 
e tute 25 H. 8. c. 19. I ſuppoſe no 
* Prahibition will lye againſt Legal 
* Proceedings. 

3. For the 3d. we have the De- 

* pofition upon Oath of the Mini- 
ce ſter who was to have married them, 


ho is a grave and ſober Man, that 


before the Marriage he told them of 
% the Inceſt, and therefore refuſed to 


“ marry, them; ; but they were married 


* by another who knew nothing of 
cc it. 3 


gBeſides the conſtant attendance ar} | 


care of his own particular Court, and 
doing all the good to, and for others, 
that he was capable of effecting by it; 
W n he apparently attained in many 


I In- 
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lnGavces... - Beſides this, where he ſaw 
there were Irregularities and Abuſes, 
that could not be reached that way, 
his Goodneſs was ſo unwearied and 
extendeq;, that it ſoon conſidered other 
Methods, and took all proper Courſes 
for remedying theſe too. 

The "Concern. he had, the. Service 


he always ſhew'd for the Church and 


Poor, when injur d in their juſt E 
poſſeſſions and. Supports, made h 
with Comp ion, take them in as 25 
jects worthy his Care: And being on 
ſome Occaſions too ſenſible, that ma- 
ny pious, Gifts deſigned for the Main- 
tenance of the Church, Schools, and 
other Publick Charities, were in ſome 
places ſunk, in others diverted quite 
contrary. to the Intents and. Uſes of 
the Donors, made him obtain a Com- 
miſlion of Charitable Uſes out of the 
Chancery; in the Execution of which 
aber. himſelf with a commenda- 
Zeal, and to a conſiderable Ex- 
pence. But the Delays were too ma- 
ny, and Oppoſition too great, to get 
all the Buſineſs of it examined, ad- 
juſted, and diſpatched within the com- 
paſs of. Time the Commiſſion requi- 
We To lupply that Wenden he 
oon 


— 
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ſoon obtain'd anbther, though again 
often interrupted by che Delays, De- 


ſigns and Power of thoſe ho as Poſ- 


ſeſſors or Invaders of thoſe Donations, 


were engaged to raiſe all kind of Diff. 


culties, yet he got through them all, 


made many Diſcoveries, and a confi de- 


rable Progreſs therein; and bad ſet- 


tled thoſe | Matters: fo much to the 
Publick Intereſt. and Honour of the 
Country, that the Commiſſioners rea- 
dily joyned in making a Deeree pur- 


ſuant thereto. But this, with the re- 


turn of the Commiſſion to 3 ; 
was ſaid to be loſt, yet probably 

fo loſt, but that if he — rr 'A 
lictle longer after it, tis not unlikely 
it would have been Es reco- 
vered. ; 

However though it had not all its 


intended effect, yet he ſaw ſeveral good 


Fruits of his''Pairis, ſome Charities 
better regulated and dif ofed, others 
retrievd and new ſettled, but much 
more of this kind had been done could 
he have ſeen it happily compleated. 
at the opening each of theſe Com- 
miſſions, he made a Speech in tlie 
Town-Hall, explaining the Nature and 
Ben of them — two or _ 
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incidental ones) which it's to be ho- 
ped, with ſome Miſcellanies of Letters, 
Speeches, ' &*c. may ſometime or other 
ſee the Light, though at preſent not 
thought proper, whether becauſe they 
might not ſeem corre& enough for ſo 
great a Man, or becauſe they relate 
to ſome particular Perſons and Things, 
which had better not be made fo pub- 
lick. -But thoſe Conſiderations, I muſt 
again hope, may at laſt be out- weigh d 
by the Service they will do to the Pu- 
blick. | 
There is one thing ſtill behind, ve- 


ry fit to be mentioned, in which he 


was not wanting to ſhew his Concern 
and Care, and that was the ſettling 
Sir Thomas Cooke's, Bar. (of Bentley in 
Worceſterſhire ) his noble Benefaction 
of 100001. on Glouceſter- Hall in Ox- 
ford. For he thought twas not only 
a Benefaction to his County, but would 
be to Learning it ſelf; by the Founda- 
tions obſerving that Body of Statutes 
which were ſo well calculated for that 
purpoſe, and which he and other 
great Men had peruſed. This in all 
probability had been ſo ſettled had the 
Biſhop lived ſome Months more, or 
Sir Thomas ſurviv d him a little longer. 

5 Lo Bat 


r r 
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But however as he declar'd this to be 


his fix d Intention (as I am inform'd) 


may ſtill appear by ſeveral Letters un- 
der his own Hand to the Biſhop on 
that Subject: And therefore it may 
reaſonably be hop'd, that his Heir 
will ſee abundant cauſe to ſettle it on 
the ſame Place, and in the ſame Man- 
ner. 

So did this great Prelate highly 


grace and adorn every Station he was 


placd in, not only till he aſcended 
to, bat likewiſe when ſeated on the 
Epiſcopal Throne, and in the Houſe 
of Peers; in no Time or Place was he 
idle, or triflingly employ'd in ſuch in- 
ſignificant Studies as differ little from 
Idleneſs, ſuch as may divert the 
Thoughts, and fill the Mind with 
uſeleſs Speculations and impertinent 
Niceties, and furniſh Perſons with 
Matter for Diſcourſe and Diſpute , 
but do not make them either wiſer or 
better as to any of the great Pur- 
poſes of Living. He was always con- 
verſant in the moſt weighty and fub- 
ſtantial Parts of Learning, ſuch as be- 
came a moſt Judicious Scholar, and a 
Reverend Father of the Church. What- 
ever he did preach upon difficult —_ 
| z — 
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of Religion, it was ever in a man- 
ner ſingularly inftruftive and affecting. 

His Polemical Diſcourſes were quick, 

nervous, and convincing. His Hiſto- 
rical Tracts were a moſt judicious Cri- 
tick upon our other Hiſtorians, dete 
cting their Errors, where they were 
not reconcileable, and giving a Re- 
concilement of them, where there 
were any Grounds to found it on. 
What he wrote touching any Points of 
Law, had not only that force of Ar- 
gument in it, but the Multiplicity alſo 
of precedents to ſupport what he af- 
firmd, that the ableſt Lawyer might be 
juſtly ſurpriſed to ſee en equalled 
in bis own Faculty. / 

In ſhort, view bims in every Part 
of Learning he at any time engag'd 
in, and you will find him as perfect 
a Maſter of it, as if that had 4 bis 
only Study. Such was the Extent of 
his Knowledge, ſuch the Vigour of 
his Natural Abilities, ſuch his daily 
Application towards the beſt Improve- 
ment of his Underſtanding, and fuch 
the wonderful Succeſs of his Endea- 
vours after it. His Induſtry ran paral- 
lel to his large Capacity ; and both of 
them were ſuch as might deſcrvedly 
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challenge the higbeſt Admhiration: of 
| 21] chat partake of the Fruits of them,. 


* 


His vaſt Stock of Learnitig bega fo 
difplay it ſelf very early, and Be was 


always after treaſuring up new Matter 
in order to whatever Undertaking he 
might be called to. 45813 
He had a noble Library, collected at 
a vaſt Expence of Time, Pains and 
Money, as every one may aſſure him- 
felf, though he have no other know 
tedge of it, that what appears in the 
Writings of its Owner; and that it 
was thought worthy to be tranſpor- 
ted to another Kingdom, by a very 
good Judge of it, the moſt Reverend 
Father in God, Nereiſſus Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Armagh, and Primate of Ire- 
land; who for the Promotion of Lear- 
ning and Religion in that Kingdom, 
to his own Immortal Honour , has 
erected a handſome Fabrick for them, 


and placed them in it, for a Publick 


Library in Dublin, where it will remain 
a laſting Monument of this great Bi- 
ſhop's Induſtry and Judgment in colle- 
cting it, as well as of the Lord Primate's 
moſt eminent Bounty and Generoſity 
in ſo incomparable a Benetattion, > * 
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-. Beſides which there were a confi. 
derable Number of valuable MSS. re- 
lating chiefly to our own Nation and 
Conſtitution, and which now make 


part of the great Collection of the 


late Secretary of State, Robert Harley, 
Eſq; |; 


5” | | 
And his Lordſhip had ſo throughly 
digeſted his Books, and was ſo perfe- 
Aly Maſter of what was contained in 
them, that himſelf was thereby plen- 
tifully furniſhed with all ſorts of Lear- 
ning, which. he. had in the greateſt 
readineſs upon all occafions. Such a 
Collection, ſo wiſely made, ſhewed 
both his unwearied Diligence in colle- 
Qing it, and his admirable Skill in what 
he had collected; But the Uſe of it 
was what he all along aimed at. To 
what immenſe account his Acquaintance 
with theſe numerous Volumes turned, 
I may appeal to all the Learned World, 
and eſpecially to his Adverſaries of all 
ſorts, who ſo conſtantly felt the irre- 

ſiſtible force of his Arguments. For 
we are many ways aflur'd, his daily 
Converſe with his own moſt excellent 
Study, the choiceſt perhaps of any pri- 
vate Perſon's of his Time, had deſer- 

yedly raiſed him to the higheſt pich 
g 0. 
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of Reverence and Veneration from all 
that were not perfect Strangers either 


to himſelf, or his many Learned Works. 
Some little Account whereof I have 


here attempted, and as imperfe& as 


it is, any one may eaſily obſerve from 
it, how high an Eſtimate they juſtly 
deſerve to have put upon them. 


They might ſeem indeed a confide- 
rable Library of themſelves, ſuch as is 


of ſingular Worth, for the Excellency 
of the Compoſition, their Strength 
and Clearneſs of Arguments, and a 
great variety of the moſt important 
Subjects handled in them. There is 
a large Collection of inſtructive and 
perſuaſive Sermons, ſet off with allthe 
Ornaments of Divine Rhetorick ; di- 
vers admirable Defences of the Chri- 


ſtian Religion, particularly as taught 


and practiſed amongſt our ſelves, a- 


gainſt ſeveral different ſorts of Adver- 


ſaries, Deiſts, Socinians, Papiſts, Diſ- 


ſenters, &c. enough to convince them 


all of their reſpective Errors and He- 
reſies, and to ſtop their Infidelity and 
Prophaneneſs, would they but ſeriou- 
fly apply themſelves to the impartial 
peruſal of them: Hiſtorical Relations 
and Remarks very accurate and com- 
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18 The Lifeof D Seillingfleet, 
pleat in their kind; Eccleſiaſtical Cafes 
| full of great Reading, acute Obſerva- 
( tions, and conelofive Inferences, depth 

| of Thought, and ſtrength of Judgment; 
= and ſome Treatiſes relating to our 


3 Common and Statute, as well as Civil 
id and Canon Law, giving light to divers 
| weighty-and' intricate Points in each of 

theſe. Others have written excellent- 
Iy well upon ſome one or more of theſe 

; Heads, but he did it fo admirably on 
4 every one of them that no one per- 
il haps has ever antdone, or is like to 
equal him. But that we may a little 
p more dilate upon his Character; As to 

' his Perſon, * 10 NO 
ö He was tall, oracefal and well pro- 

portioh't ; his Countenance comely, 
freſh and awful, in his Converſation 
cheerſul and diſcreet , obliging and very 
inſtructive, and always kept an Eſteem 
aud Reſpect to all who converſed with 
him. His Apprehenſion was quick 
and ſagacious, his Judgment exact and 
profound, his Memory very tenacious; 
no Man fooner difcerning the Strength 
of a Cauſe, or determining truer as to 
the Merits of it: Nor was his inſight 
into Perſons leſs quick and juſt, "he 
foon peycviving their- Capacities 5 
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late Lord Biſhopof Worceſter. 

Abilities, as well as their Defigns and 
Intereſts. By theſe / ſingular Talents, 
as he preſently made himſelf a Maſter 
of whatever he apply'd himſelf to, fo 
he ſhew'd it was his conſtant and in- 
defatigable endeavour, to make that 


valt Knowledge and Experience he had 
acquird, the moſt beneficial to the 


Publick Intereſt both of Church and 


State. In which he was fo ſueceſsful, 
that it has left him a Name highly ve- 
nerable among all thoſe who regard the 
welfare of our excellent Conſtitution, 
and wiſh the Advancement of Sound 
Learning and True Religion under it. 
This was juſtly his due, and to his 
further Honour, it will be requiſite to 


view him a little more particularly in 


thoſe things wherein he was allow'd 
to be eminent. 


By what I've fo often had occaſi- 


on to mention, it appears how great 


he was in his Writings, neither did 
he make a leſs Figure in ſpeaking on 
thoſe various Occaſions that frequent- 
ly required it from him ; not only the 
Matter, but his Manner commanded At- 


. tention from the Hearer. An Energy 


there was in the Senſe to convince 
the Reaſon; and an Energy in — 
. De- 
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Delivery too, to move the Affections 
of Men; - there was Authority, Life 


and Gracefulneſs in it. In ſo decent, 


and withall prevailing a manner, did 


he carry himſelf in the Houſe of Lords, 


in Courts of Delegates, and in his own 
Conſiſtory, and in Commiſſions for 
Charitable Uſes; and thereby gained 
himſelf ſo general an Eſteem and ſuc- 
ceſs in Buſineſs, that all admir'd, and 
yet ſcarce any could envy him for it. 

What he had thus acquir'd, he main- 
tained throughout, and though great 
and eminent, was always conſtant and 
Equal to himſelf, and did not diſcharge 
his part with leſs Credit, in matters of 
Private, than Publick Buſineſs. /' He 
was intruſted then with Affairs of Se- 
crecy and Importance, and thoſe he 
managed with ſuch Faithfulneſs and 
Skill, as to procure the Eſteem and 
Thanks of ſuch who committed them 
to his Conduct. Nature truly did de- 
ſign him for many kinds of Buſineſs, 
which he ever diſchargd with great 
dexterity. 5 

He had made it his care to acquaint 
himſelf with the Nature and Extent 
of every Station he went through, 
and to underſtand the Grounds it ſtood 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


upon, and all the ſeveral Duties and 
Powers appendant to it, whether de- 
ducible from the firſt Exerciſe and O- 
rigin of it, or its Progreſs and Eſta- 
bliſnment in ſucceeding times; or what- 
ever he was engaged in, let it be ne er 
ſo diſtant from his proper Imploy- 
ments, or different from his uſual 
Studies, he would throughly and could 
quickly underſtand it. And by his 
Foreſight and Vigilance in every Caſe, 


generally preventing or overcoming 


all the incidental Difficulties, he would 
then purſue it, with ſuch Care and 
Judgment, ſuch Induſtry and Expedi- 
tion, as has been to the Admiration 
of all thoſe concerned in it. 
From hence his Fame grew ſo great 
and univerſal, that he was conſulted 
on many and very different Subjects 


and Occaſions. Some great Men that 


are gone, and ſome now alive, have 
frequently defired his Qpinion in Caſes 
of Confequence and of Difficulty ( as 
may be ſeen by ſeveral of their remain- 
ing Letters) and he in return deli- 
ver d it, (as appears by thoſe Anſwers 
which he preſerved)with great ſtrength 
of Argument and freedom of Judgment. 


Thus the World was in many things 
= more 


141 


142 


The Life of Dr. Stillingfleet, 
more oblig d to bim than was com- 
monly known, but thoſe who deſir d 
his Advice, falrd not to expreſs their 
Satisfaction in, and Thanks for it. In 
Caſes of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction and 
Cogniſatice, in Points of Civil and 


Canon- Law, in matters of Hiſtory and 


Facts relating to our Conſtitution, in 
Debates of the darkeſt Antiquity or 
deepeſt Controverſie, in things of a 
Moral and Caſuiſtical Nature, in uſe- 
ful Deſigns: for Publick Good, and 


Private Benefactions to poſterity, he 


had been often conſulted with, and 

The known strength nd Impar- 
tiality of his Judgment, and the Depth 
and Extenſiveneſs of his Learning, 
gave him theſe ne occaſions of ſhew- 
ing and ufing them, and. the Satisfa- 
ction and Benefit others received by 
it, afterwards repeated and increaſed 
them, ſometimes to his Interruption 
in other Studies and Deſigns. But 
though he was not fond of the Trou- 
ble, yet would he not refuſe it, 
was very glad he could be ſo ſer- 
viceable to the Publick, and uſeful 
(6: his (Erfands. ifs bi 
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late Lord Biſhop of. Worceſter. 
Thus he ſhewed himſelf, whether 


employ'd in Publick Buſi neſs, or on 
Particular Occaſions, conſulted by his 


Friends, and for the diſcharge of his 


own Peculiar Province, all that know 
him muſt cn, be underſtood, and 
attended it in every part: As a true 
F ather, of our Church, in his Ordina- 


tions, Inſtitutions, Confirmations and 


Viſitations; as 4 e Spiritual in Par- 
liament in attending (as much as ever 
Health would permit) the Buſineſs of 
that Houſe, in promoting the Welfare 
and Security ot our Church and Go- 
vernment in all his Aims, Speeches and 
Votes there: as an Eccleſiaſtical Judge 
in the good Orders. of the Court, in 
the Amendment of Defe&s and Cor- 
rection of Abuſes and Offences, in the 
difpatch of Buſineſs, and the juſtice of 
** Sentences. 

He receiv'd ſeveral T hreats, ** 
more than once had notice of ſuch 
Barbarous Defigns - againſt him, as 
would have awd a Man of an ordinary 


Spirit, or made one of Jeſs concern for 
his Duty, to have deſiſted from the 
further diſcharge of it: in the Con- 
troverſies with the Papiſts, I mean, 
and chiefly in the time of the = 
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piſh-Plot. But he did not diſcontinue 
nor - flacken his Endeavours for this; 
no! he preſs'd them cloſer, expos d 
their Pretences in ſtill further Inſtances 
of great Learning and Judgment. At 
length he purſued them, til ſome came 


ſo near downright Impudence, as ſcur- 


rility of Language, and denial of plain 
fact; others to ſilence, or what is 
worſe, little Cavils and ſecret Miſrepre- 
ſentations. Nay, ſome went ſo far, 
as either to deny that there were ſuch 


Authors, or ſuch Words in thoſe 


Authors, which he had quoted. Up- 
on notice of this he went to Court, 
and before the greateſt Perſons there, 
produced thoſe Books and the very 
Paſſages in them, which were chal- 
lenged, ſomewhat to the Confuſion, 
though not perhaps to the Convicti- 
on of ſuch, who make no ſcruple of 
arguing againſt the plain Evidence of 
their own Senſes. CEE 
In fine, he was a Man of inlarged 
Capacities, and great Natural Abilities, 
of mighty Acquirements and conſtant 
Improvements; a greater thing need 
not be ſaid of each of them, than 
that they were truly anſwerable one to 
another. Conſider him then -— - 
| theie 


late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 
theſe Parts, and 'twill produce this juſt 
Refled ion, that he knew every thing 
that was neceſſary, or of uſe in his 
Profeſſion and Station, and what he 
did know, twas juſtly and exactly. 
He was not to be contented with a 
Superficial Knowledge, for in Difficult 
Ciſes he had too great a love of the 
Truth to be eaſily fatisfied, but the 
great reach of his Underſtanding made 
him ſoon Maſter. of Things. He was 
not for heaping up a ' vaſt Maſs of 
Learning, and then lying buried, as it 
were, in the midſt of it: But as he had 
a vaſt deſire of Knowledge, ſo he was 
not at the pains of getting it, more 
for his Private Satisfaction, than the 
Publick Good. Nor was he ſo loaded 
and incumbred with Learning (the 
caſe of ſoma eminent Men) as to be 
better able to tell what others have 


ſaid, than what was the propereſt to 


the Point; to abound ſo much with 
other Peoples Judgment and very 
Words, as to loſe and confound their 
own. He was not all Quotations and 
Authorities, but as he welt knew 
what others had ſaid before him, ſo 
(only as was neceſlary) did. he ſtate, 
confirm or refute their Opinions with 

- K pro- 
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proper Remarks on them, ſtill ad van- 
cing in the Point, and improving the 
Reader. Of fo great -a Stock and 
Variety of Knowledge too, never had 
Man more of what was uſeful and to 
his purpoſe, or readicr and more at 
command, than he always ſhewed 

Such was the Accutaey of his Taſte 
and Judgment, the COompafs of bis 
Knowledge and Experience, and ſuch 
his Care and Induſtry to employ them 

to the beſt Services, that it made a 
very conſiderable Peffeſ and one of 
his great Friends ſay, mut, A bon ſand 

pities ſo ' extraordinary 4 Mas as be, 

ſhoald ever be takes fiom u,; thinking, 


b no doubt, he could hardly wilh a grea- 
= ter Benefit to the Paps an has 
ix he ſtiould laſt as long as chat did. 
i" This was peevliarty eminent and 

{ diſtinguiſhing- in his Character; that 


no one more happily joined the Man 
of Learning and Buſineſs together. Who 
better ſhewed that they were not in- 
conſiſtent, but improved by each o- 
thers Company? Who attained both 
of them 'to'a greater Compaſs and 
Readineſs, or directed them to a better 
Advantage? To be ſo deeply and uni- 

4 ver- 


late Lord Biſhop of Worcelter. 
verſally Learned, that all Scholars who 
converſed with him, or his Writings, 
adwired him for't, thought it was 
His only, and a great Talent z to be 
fo, well turned to, and skilld in Go- 
vernment and Buſineſs, as to make 


Men always uſed to the management of 


them, think that muſt be his only 
Province; was a rare and valuable In- 
ſtance of the Extenſiveneſs and Appli- 
cation of his Genius. 

After theſe, it ought not to be for- 
gotten, how very agreeable and plea- 


| fant he could be, when he ſaw fit in 


Converſation, how true a Judge and 


Obſerver of Decorum, how exact in 
his Behaviour and proper in Addreſs. 
Theſe may be thought little things in 
him, that had ſa much greater; but 


yet I think they appear much the bet- 


ter and more extraordinary for that, 


and indeed generally ſerve to recom- 


mend thoſe greater things to the 
World, and frequently make them 


more uſeful and ſucceſsful. 


He was of a ſtrong healthy Conſti- 


tytion, and in probability might bave 


much longer enjoy'd it, had he not 


impaired it by conſtant hard Study, 


which at length brought the Gout 


K 2 upon 
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upon him, the common Diſeaſe of a 
ſtudious ſedentary courſe of Life, and 
after above twenty Years ſtruggle, yy 
ing in his Stomach, proved fatal. 
this Jaſt Sickneſs he endured long ad 
intenſe Pains with great Patience and 
Reſignation, and ſome few Days be- 
fore his End, deſired to receive the 
Sacrament, which was adminiſtred to 
him by his worthy Chaplain, the 
er Dr. Goodwyn, now Arch- 
eacon of Oxford, and then he decla- 
red, that he died, as he conſtantly had 
lived, in Communion with the Church 
of Eng land; that he had ſincerely 
nde e to perform his Duty, and 
to diſcharge thoſe Truſts he had recei- 
ved, and he thanked God for the 
Satisfaction of it now, ſo much above 
what any thing elſe could adminiſter 
to him. Thus dying with a quiet and 
ſerene Mind, he did humbly reſign his 
Soul to God that gave it, which there 
is juſt reaſon to truſt was received into 
aſtate of a moſt happy and joyful! Eter- 
nity. 
Then he enter'd on his great Re- 
ward, but left the Learned World de- 
ſtitute of one of its greateſt Ornaments; 
the Church of a moſt vigilant and 
| excel- 
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late Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. 


excellent Prelate; his Friends of a wiſe 
and faithful Counſellor, and his Chil - 
dren of a tender and careful Father; 
who by his prudent Advice and excel- 
lent Example, conſtantly made it his 
Buſineſs to promote their Welfare and 
Happineſs. 

- He died at his Houſe in Par-Street, 


Weſtminſter, the 27th. Day of March, 


1699, and from thence his Corps was 
carried to Worceſter, and decently in- 
terred among his Predeceſſors behind 
the Choir in that Cathedral, in the 
ſame Grave where his late dear Conſort 
was laid about two Years before. Near 
which, his Son, the Reverend Mr. 
Still;ngfleet Canon of that Church, and 
Executor of his laſt Will, has erected 


an Elegant Monument, whereon is the 


following Inſcription, written by the 
Learned Dr. Bentley his former Chap- 


lain. 


H. 8. E, 
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vi habuit, © 
Intra Peckus omnis Dodrine W. 


* integram viſus ſit 


Rue 


bu Mommy 


Quæ tamen nul los 38 noverat meli iores, 
Quam quos ipſe multos ſcripſit ediditque 
Eecl Ants) Re icanæ  Defenſor eee 


\ \ Jnoitnx.” A 04 4) J ax 
= QA Dh” 


3 e 1 7 
ow Dorſettenfi, * 


"mutle Gemeraſa, . 
In 5 AndreamOulictmi 
| Dobbyns: Gen. Fan, | 
Atque: Ex de = "pow 
Elizabethan Nicolai ; edle Eanitis 
Femina. quod unum dixi Jatis . 
Tumo Martto 7 mar. 


9 "—O_ 
no * 5 
* 
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M LXXXXIX. : 
Nei e LXIII, Menſer Wenden 


" Tres Liberos reliquit fbi Juperſtites, 


Ex Priore Conjugio Edvardum, ex Se- 


cumdo Jacobum G- Aunam:; 
Quorum Jacobus Collegii bujus, qs. 
Alxalif Canonicus 
Patri Optimo Benemerewss.. 4 
Monumentum hoc por euravit. | 


r 


ERRATA 


Pra 24. read Priory, p. 9. l. 18. r. Lyne. 
62. 1 26 , for in it r. it in. | 


Vit Mars 


3 
3 


xvn rt, I De XRAV, pee I 


| * BOO Ks Primid for "ah joy 
George Mortlock, af the Pheenix in 
S. Paul Church: Yard, viz. 


E orks of ae Righr Reverend Fa zer in 


| T5, , Edw.Stillingfleet,. late E Biſhop of 

Wirceſtr, In 6 Vol. Fol. © 

The Antiquity of Nottinghamſhire, extracted 
* of the Records, Original Evidences, Ledger- 


Books, and .orher Manuſcripts. and authentick 


Authorities; beautiſied with Mapps, Proſpects, 0 


and Portraicture. , Oe wc JO; 2 


Phyfck: F/. | 
5. def Folly of Athei, "% 8 3 ge 4 
25 at the Lecture Founded by the Honourab 


ctions ot the Honourable Charles Boyle, El 
Both by Richard Bentley, D. D. Maſter of Tri. 
niry College, Cambridge, and Chaplain in Ordi- 


nary to Her Majeſty. To which may be added, 


A Chronological Account of the Life of yt hago- 
ra, and other famous Men, his Contemporaries. 


By the Right Reverend Father in God, w lian, 5 


Lord Biſhop of Worceſter gta, 
A Seaſonable Advice ne 
By 7. Sri lingnieet, 9 


colnſhire. 


Several Eſſays i in Pole Aber; Con- 
cerning the Growth of the City of London, and 


a Compariſon between London and Park : as like- 


. wiſe between London, and France. By Sr. Wil. 


liam Pet, late Fellow of the . 


— 


| e Rebert 
Ble, Eſq; As alſo a Differtation upon the Epi- 
files of Phalarss ; 5 With an Anſwer to the Obje- 


51 4B "2a in Lin. 


- * * 
1 $3 2 . 


